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law and the lawyers are kept at the
expense of the producer and the worker. If
the laws of the land contained more stops
so that they would not bear the double inter-
pretation which our lawyer friends are able
to discover and on which they advise clients
to fight to a finish, it would be better for
the State: T was delighted to read in the
Press the references made in another place
by the member for East Perth (Mr. Simons)
to the late Lord Forrest. I endorse every
word he said in that regard. It is a standicg
disgrace to this city and to the whole of
Weatern Australia that no monument has yet
been erected to thc memory of that great
statesman. I hope the Govermment will see
that there is inserted in the State reader or
the Swan Reader as it is cdilled, some bhio-
graphy or outline of Lord Forrest’s life so
that the rising generation in this State at
any rate may be able to read of the great
work which that statesman did for us
and emunlate him if they can. I hope
that the people of the State will back up the
suggestion made by the member of East Perth
and see that a memorial is erected with-
out further delay. I regret that Ministers
and members of Parliament generally have
not taken an opportunity to see more of
Western Ausralia. That is one of the rea-
sons for our bad legislation. The people
governing thia country and making laws for
it do not know the country they are governing
or the conditions under which maWy of the
people have to live. As it wds put to me
recently, the difference between a politician
and a statesman is that the politician looks
forward to the next general election and the
statesman to the next generation. T hope
members of Parliament and in partienlar
Ministers will take a broader view in future
and lock forward to the next genmeration in-
stead of to the next genmeral eléction.

On motion by Hon. J. W, Hickey dehate
adjourned.

House adjourned at &2 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LUNACY DEPARTMENT.
Proposed Roya! Commission.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: I,
‘With reference to his announcement that a
Royal Commission is to be appointed to in-
quire into the care of the insane, their
treatment, and the accommodation provided
for them by the State, will the Government
extend the scope of the proposed Royal
Commisgion to eover the proposals set forth
in the resolution carried by the annual con-
ference of the Primary Producers’ Agsocia-
tion, namely—(a) The Royal Commission to
congist of t{hree independent pergons ap-
pointed to conduet a searching inquiry inte
the whole administration of the Lunacy
Department; (b) To obtain reforms in the
present obsclete lunacy legislation for the
purpose of—(i) adequately protecting the
liberty of the subject and guarding against
abuses; (ii.) ensuring to all patients the
‘right to an examination by an independent
legal tribunal; (iii.) appointing a non-
medical board of control in substitution for
the Inspector General, and generally giving
effect to the recommendationa of the select
committee§ 2, If not, why notf

The PREMIER replied: The question of
the appointment of a Royal Commission is
now being considered by Cabinet.

QUESTION —MAGISTRACY, BROOME,
APPOINTMENT.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Premier: 1,
Has the vacant magisterial pesition at
Broome been congidered? 2, Has any ap-
pointment been madef 3, If not, when is
the appointment likely to be made?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
matter is now being dealt with, 3, Answered
by No. 2.

QUESTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT,
RATLWAY FACILITIES.

Mr. HICKMOTT asked the Premier: 1,
Is it the intention of the Government ‘to
earry out the Railway Advisory.Board’s
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recommendation to give the eighteen re-
turned aoldiers settled on the estate pur-
chaged from Mr. Michael Brown facilities
to get their produce tv market? 2, Is any
asgistance to be given these men in the
matter of road clearing and bridges? 3, If
80, when will the work be started?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Railway
Advisory Board made no special recom-
mendation regarding the soldiers on Noom-
bling estate. Its report mentioned that they
would, with other settlers, be served by
the proposed extension from Dwarda. 2,
Grants of £212 for roads and £600 for
bridges have been approved. 3, The
Wandering Road Board has been asked to
provide labour for the roads, but has not
yet replied. Tenders for the erection of
the bridges are being called in this week’s
‘‘Gazette, '’

QUESTION—COURTESIES TO FEDERAL
VISITORS.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premien:
1, Did he see the complaint made by Mr.
J. M. Fowler, M.H.R, in the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ newspaper dated 24th August aceuns-
ing the Govermmnent of thig State of ‘‘lack of
courtesy’’? 2, If so, will he make arrange-
ments that when Mr, J. M, Fowler, M.ELR,,
condescends to visit this State on any future
oceasion there shall be extended to him such
a welcome as the dignity of his office de-
mands?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Visitors
to this State will always be treated with that
consideration which attendant circumstances
justify.

QUESTION—ROAD BOARD SUBSIDIES.

Mr, JOENSTON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Ts it intended to tevert to the ays-
tem of paying subsidies to road bhoards on
the pre-war basia? 8, If not, will he kindly
outline the Government’s policy in regard to
such subsidies for the current year?

The PREMIER, for the DMinister for
Works, replied: 1, No. 2, The policy is to
do the best that is possible with the limited
funds at our disposal

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Twelfth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous sitting,

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
[4.39]: I desire to associate myself with the
congratulations that have been exiended to
those members of this Chamber who have been
re-elected, and also to new members on their
election as representatives of the State. We
have heard many speeches from new members
on both sides of the House, and I think fhosze
speeches show that the pew members come
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here with an earnest desire to help West-
ern Australia along and to promote the in-
terests of her people. I am afraid, however,
that many of the reforms which are advocated
here are not to be attained as quickly as
many of us would desire—this being due to
our somewhat cumbersome system of parlia-
mentary government. The member for West
Perth (Mrs. Cowan) has been congratulated
on the unique position which she ocecupies as
the first lady member of an Australian Legis-
lature. 1 am gure that the unfortunate bache-
lors in this Chamber jein in the choras of
congratulation which has been bestowed upon
the lady. Nevertheless, I feel bound to in-
form her and the prospcctive lady politicians
whom one meets all over the country since the
clection of the latest member for West Perth,
that these congratulations do not indicate on
our part, or at all events not on my part,
any desire to give up to a lady a seat of
greater importance than that in a tramear.
The Governor’s Speech records the praetical
and nseful work which has beén performed by
the Government, and also forecasts a number
of Bills which will be presented to the House,
and which I shall endeavour to help to mould
into practical and uséful legislation. T am
very glad indeed that the Government have
decided to continue the wheat pool for an-
other year. This decision, particularly when
compared with the action of the Tory Gov-
ernments in New South Wales and Vietoria,
shows that we here have the right kind of
National Government. In the other States
we find a comhination between Labour Party
and Country Party to attain the objects
which in this State are readily granted by a
National Government.  Fhe reason for that is
that the Government of Western Australia
are not under the domination of big business
in the way whieh, T believe, the Lawson Gov-
ernment of Vietoria are. Moreover, the Bar-
well Government in SBouth Australia are dom-
inated by big buginess interests and by the
Tory sections of the community, In view of
the attitede Mr. Lawson’s Government have
taken with regard to the wheat pool, I hope
ihey will not be returned at the impending
general election. Our Minister for Agrieul-
tare, who is new to the post, has a splendid
opportunity to make a name for himself in
administering the wheat pool of Western Aus-
tralia for another year. The difficulties in-
volved in runming such a pool will probably
be smaller here than in the Eastern States,
owing to the many thousands of miles that
isolate us from the wheat growing districts
of Eastern Australia. - Our wheat growers
lyok to the Minister for Agriculture to com-
serve their interests, and to see that they re-
ceive & good price for their produce. In a
vear’s time or so it will be interesting to
compare our Minister’s activities with those
operating -in the Eastern States, where thers
is no wheat pool. At any rate ,we rely upon
his business acumen and agricultural know-
fedge to make a success of the pool that is
to be run in this State. We all know that if
the farmer pets a good price for his produce
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trosperity will be radiated throughout rhe
whole of the State, the cities and towns bene-
fiting equally with the country, and perhaps
even to o greater degree, in the good times
which always follow a good price for wheat.
The financing of the pool will probably be a
raatter of some difficulty te the Governmewnt,
It is undoubtedly a big task, but I helieve
that our (overnment are quite equal to it.
I hope they teel that they have the whole of
this House and the whole country behind them
in their desire to run an equitable wheat pool
for another year in the interests of Western
Australian producers. Politics in this State
are cspecially interesting at this juncture,
having regard to the fact that for the first
time we have the Country Party in polities
sharing in the administration of the country
with equal numbers and equal responsibility
as compared with any other party, The pro-
gress of the C'ountry Party movement through-
out Australia during the last few years hag
been most remarkable, and I am sure that
both the friends and the opponents of the
Country Party will serutinise and watch de-
velopments in  the Coalition Government
which has heen formed in Western Austra-
lia. If Sir James Mitchell’s administration
proves suecessful, eertainly that will be half
a Country Party success, If, on the other
hand, the contrary should be the ease—whieh
I do not for a moment anticipate—then the
responsibility will be equally a Country Party
respongibility. I consider that the three Min-
isters representing the Country Party in the
Mitehell Government are to be congratulated
on the epportunity which is afforded them of
helping to make Australian bhistory. If dnr-
ing the next three years they give us wise
legislation and economical administration,
then—though I do not wish inx any way to
frighten the Nationalist section of the Coali-
tion—the result must be a great increase in
the power and prestige of the Country Party
throughout the Commonwealth, and not im-
probably a demand in this State for a
straight out Country Party Government.
Three weeka azgo the Primary Producers’
Conference passed a  resolution c¢on-
demning former Governments for ex-
travagance.  With the present. Govern-
ment, of course, the Country TParty have
cqual  responsibility, and we trust that
nothing of the sort will be necessary in
future. The Government and members of
Parliament arve entering on their work of
the next three years under very difficult con-
ditions, We have a severe finuncial strin-
geney, industrial  unrest, and prevailing
low prices of produee, together with
the high cost of rails and other im-
ports,  These facts eombined mean that
this Parliament is facing difficult times
and has a pgreat deal to overcome
in its work of the next three years.
However, the Premier shouldl be pleased st
the good feeling and desire to assist him
which have been manifested in the speeches
from hath sides of the House, more particu-
larly in the helpful specch of the Leader of
the Opposition, T notice that after giving
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these nssurances of assistance, members gen-
crally have proceeded to criticise the Gov-
ernment in their administration and policy.
Following on the same lines, T and other mem-
hers of the Country Party are giving general
support to the Government in both their policy
and their administration, but we reserve the
right to express our opinions freely, fearlessly
and honestly. I regret that the Leader of the
Opposition should have stressed the point of
the alleged donm.ination of the Country Party
Ly rome outside junta. The prestige of Par-
Yament is to some extent lowered by the con-
stant desire of various parties to prove that
other parties are under the domination of
outsille juntas, Personally I have not found
that to be the case since I have been in the
House. The Australian people understand
the general policy of the respective parties
pretty well.  They know at election time
what they are voting on, and that
members of the Country Party and of
the Labour Party are free to vote
as they like, except on certain questions
constituting  prominent planks in the
respective platforms, The socner the people
of Western Australia realise that their Par-
liamentarians are free agents except in that
respeet and in respect of promises made on
the hustings, the better for all concerned. I
notice that last year the actual revenue of
the State was £6,789,565 as against the esti-
mate of £6,606404, In other words the
Treasnrer received £183,163 more than he
estimated when introducing his Budget. It
speaks volumes for -the resources of Western
Australia that the péople of this only par-
tially developed country should be able to
meet taxation to the extent of paying a rev-
enue to the Government,—including ecertain
payment for services rendered,—to the tune
of £17 14s. per head of the population. The
15 per cent. super tax imposed last session
bore good froit, since we find that the esti-
mated revenue from taxation was £805,000,
whilst the Treasurer actually received
£055,385, or an excess of £150,358 over the
estimate. Tt is interesting to note that from
land tax the Treasurer received £57,791 as
against his estimate of £50,000, being an in-
crease of £7,791 above the estimate. Income
tax also showed a satisfactory increase, the
eatimate having been £275,000, whereas the
Treasurer actually received £334,320, or an
inerease of £59,320 above the estimate. When
we turn to the expenditvre side of the ledger,
the increases are even more apparent. The
actual expenditure of the State was £7,474,387
as against the estimate of £7,005,817. 1In
other words, the Government spent during
the last financial year £46%,570 morc than
was originally estimated. The Premier has
pointed out that the Arbitration Court’s
awards oreasioned an extra expenditure of
£120,000. On examining the figures T find
that practieally every avenue of governmen-
tal expenditure hes spent more than was ex-
pected, the only twn exeeptions being the
Joint House (‘ommittee acveounts which you,
Sir, confrol, and the Agricultural Depart-
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ment. When we hear of the extravagance of
members of Parliament, it is interesting to
mote that the expenditure at Parliament
House, topether with that of the Agricultural
Department, have alone been kept within the
estimate. I congratulate you, Sir, on attain-
ing that result. Also I am pleased that your
experience in the matter has been more satis-
factory than that of Mr. Baxter. It seems
a strange irony of fate that the one Miniater
whose department was so c¢ontroiled that the
expenditure proved to be less than the esti-
mate should have had his head chopped off,
whilst attaining that result. It is on the
expenditure side of the ledger that the weak-
ness of the control over the public accounts
of Western Australia is evidenced, not only
by this, but by suecessive (Governments. I
find that with all Government departments
the excessing of expenditure under various
votes hag become something more than a habit,
and is now really a disease, There has grown
up in Western Australia a lax aystem under
which the officials exceed the votes as a mat-
ter of eourse.

The Premier: The Arbitration Court’s
awards were responsible for the greater part
of the excess.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes, I have allowed for
that, But during the past 10 years a system
bas grown up under which what money is
required is spent by the officials as a matter
of course, whether passed by this Honse or
not. The excess expenditure is then approved
by Ministers as a more or less formal matter,
and this House has condoned the extra ex-
penditure almost without criticiem.

The Premier: No, all that is quite wrong.

Mr, JOHNSTON: I am not blaming the
Ministers alone. But it appears to me that
the system 1 describe has sprung up, since
the excessing of votes extends over praetic-
ally every department, and this House gets
no explanation. I hope Parliament will let
Ministers understand that when amounts
authorised by this House are exceeded, we
shall require an explanation. FPersonally, T
would not object even to a summer session of
Parliament for the purpose of affording ap-
portunity for Ministers to bring along to the
Houye for consideration any exeess which may
be required. If the Government did this they
would get the State back to a proper system
of close Parliamentary eontrol of the finanees.
We might even provide that, except in an
emergeney, it would be illegal to excess the
voies authorised by Parliament. Tf this were

~done, greater responsibility could properly be
put on this House, instead of being thrown
on the Government or the offieials, If the
Country Party stands for anything, it stands
for economy in administration. Although [
am sure members on these benches have an
admiration for the Treasurer, and a desire
to support the Goveroment, I am equally
sure that we stand right hehind the ultimatum
which the Deputy Leader of the Country
Party delivered to the Government a few
days ago when he said that unless the Gos-
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ernment showed determined and per-
sistent efforts to make the expenditure
and revenue balance, the Country Party

might have to seriously cousider ita
position. Recently we had a census
taken throughout Australia. The most

remarkable feature disclosed by that census
was the shocking drift, during the past 10
years, of population towards the metropolitan
areas of the various States. Sy@iney 10 years
ago had a population of 629,503 persons.
That number has now increased to 897,640,
or an inerease of 268,037, Melbourne, 10
years ago, had a population of 588,971, To-
day its population is 765,846, or an increase
of 176,875. Brisbane, 10 years ago, had a
population of 139,408, whereas to-day its
people number 209,699, or an increase of
70,219, Adelaide, 10 years ago, had a popu-
lation of 189,646, To-day its population num-
bers 255,218, or an increase of 65,672. Perth,
10 years ago, had a population of 106,792,
To-day it i3s3 155,129, or an increase
of 48,337. Hobart, 10 years ago, had a
population of 39,937. To-day the figures are
52,385, or an increase of 12,448 persons.
At the present time the population of Aus-
tralia is 5,426,008 people, of whom 2,336,017
live in the six capital cities. In other words,
we have 43.05 per cent. of the population of
Australia in the six capital eities. In ad-
dition to this the provincial centres, such a8
Ballarat, Townsville and other outside towns
there is a total population of 1,035,886 per-
sons, making a total of the town population
of 3,394,803 persons, or 62 per cent. of the
total population, as against a rural and mi-
gratory population of 2,054,105, or 38 per
cent, of the population of the Commonwealth.
Ten years ago there were only 1,694,329 per-
sons in the cities against a rural population
of 1,868,128 persons, with 865,493 in the pro-
vineial cities of the Commonwealth. These
figures show an alarming growth in the city
and town population during the period of ten
years over which the ecensus extends. 1
would point out, too, that this huge increase
in the town and eity population has takeun
place despite the. great expenditure of the
Federal authorities on the repatriation of
soldiers. T am aware that the war has aec-
centuated this drift to the cities, but I ven-
ture to say that beyond that there are two
outstanding ecauses for the drift, namely, the
oppressive I'ederal tariff and the heavy in-
erease in railway freights in all Awvstralian
States during the past few years, In regard
to the tariff, no part of the Commonwealth
suffers from this burden to the same extent
as Western Aunstrala. We know that in Vie-
toria and New South Wales they seem to
have run tariff mad. The reason is not far
to scek. Tt is becanse Melbourne and Syd-
ney, with their established secordary in-
dustries, are ont to exploit the remainder
of the Commonwealth. Queensland has algo
bencfited to some extent through the sugar
bonus, but T am unzble to find that Western
Australia, or even South Australia, has bene-
fited through the high tariff wall which has
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been built up by the Federal Parliament to
the detriment of our producers. Western
Australia is entirely a primary producing
State, Its people are engaged in mining,
agriculture, pastoral, timber, or pearling, all
of them natural industries, and they have
to pay tribute through the tariff in the in-
terests of the eastern exploiters, If our
Federal members ecannot or will mnot
protect the people of Western Australia
against this oppression and exploitation,
it is the duty of the State Parliament
to take a hand in the matter; it
js our duty to take up the matter and
to make such representations to the Federal
Government as may be necessary to protect
our natural industries, and make them pro-
gress and prosper. Western Australia suf-
fers heavily from these burdens; our peo-
ple are suffering by reason of the heavy in-
erease in the tariff. T have been unable to
find anyome in this State who has gained
anything through the oppressive rates to
which the tariff has been raised. I have re-
ferred to the growth of the ecapital cities
throughout Australin and I must say that
the drift of population in Western Awvstralia
to the city of Perth is alarming to those of
us who come from the country districts and
whe have advocated deeentralisation, and
who desire to see happy and prosperous
groups of settlers working the land in the
country distriets and holding their own small
areas throughout the State. The fipures I
am going to quote are taken from Knibhs.
They are not exactly the same as those
which recently appeared in a section of the
press; at any rate they are the latest figures
from the Government Statistical Office. I
find that in the past ten years the population
of Perth has increased by 48,337 people
whilst the population in the rest of the State
actually decreased by no less than 1,223. In
other words, the increase of population in
Western Australia during the last ten years
has been entirely in the eity of Perth and
its environs, The rest of Western Austra-
lia has not only failed to retain the natural
increase by births over deaths; but in addi-
tion it has actually lost 1,223 people during
that peried. To some extent this is ae-
comnted for by the decline-—which T hope is
only temporary—of miningt operations on
the Golden Mile. We know that Kalgoorlie
and Boulder are mot supporting the popula-
tion that those towna did a few years
ago, but we hope that the mining in-
dustry throughout the State will revive.
I wish to point out, however, that dur-
ing the past ten years the Govern-
ment of Western Australia have eon-
atructed many hundreds of miles of new
aprienltural railways. They have settled
nearly 4,000 returned soldiers on the land
at a cost of no less than £4,3R3,490—nearly
feur and a half millions, and during that
peried also there has heen the increasing
influence of the Country Party with its
poliry of decentralisation. Despite 2ll these
facts it i alarming to find that the whole of
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the increase of population in this State has
come to the city of Perth, and that the coun-
try districts have not increased at all during
the period to which I have referred. The de-
¢line of mining on the Golden Mile has to
some extent accounted for this, but T shud-
der to think what proportion of the popu-
lation of Western Australia would have been
in Perth at the present time had it not been
for the influence of the Country Party’s
policy of decentralisation during that period.
These figures will have to he ecarefully
weighed by the House in the near future,
because we are assured by the Government
that it is their intention te intreduce a Bill
to redistribute the seats for the Legisla-
tive Assembly. We can take it for granted
that the Bill to be introduced will be a fair
and honest attempt to redistribute the scats,
that it will earry ovt the desire of the Houss,
namely, that the redistribution will bhe ef-
feeted by an inddpendent tribunal. e do
not want any more survey parties to go out
surveying timber mills; we do not want
political distriets or Collie maps; we want a
fair and equitable Aistribution by a commis-
sion which will have a judge of the Supreme
Court as its chairman, I hope too, that in
spite of the increase in the population of
the metropolitan area the House will take
into consideration the value of our outside
induvstries, ns well as the Jdiffieulies ex-
perienced by the people livingin those parta
of the State remote from the seat of Gov-
crnment, T hope also the faet will not be
lost sight of that every member of the House
is constantly in Perth, and that when the re-
distribution is carried into effect there will
be no inereage in the number of seats in the
metropolitan area.

Mr. MecCallum: Yeu do not believe
responsible Government.

Mr. JOHNSTOX: That is the view I hold,
and it is the one way I can see under which
we will prevent the drift te the ecity being
aceentuated, T believe Washington, the capi-
tal of the United States, has no representa-
tion, and yet it is very well looked after. The
metropolitan area of Western Australia is
well looked after by the twelve members who
at present represent it in this House. There-
fore T hope the Government do not intend to
increase the representation of the metropoli-
tan area. For my part T would prefer to
see hetter representation given to out baeck
mining and agricultural centres where the
people have diffienlties to face, sneh as is
the case in the far North-West. At any rate
those people should be permitted to retain
their present representation rather than
that the representation in the metropolitan
arca should be inereased. We should lay it
down as a principle that the further a dis-
trict iz from the seat of Government the
more representation the people should have.
That has always been admitted so far as
the North-West is concerned, and it shonld
apply equally to districts like Kanowna,
Sandstone and others similarly situated, I
have referred to the heavy protection which

in
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evidently has become the fixed policy of the
Federal Government, and ‘since this protee-
tive policy is in force, I hope the State Gor-
ernment will eontinue the work of establish-
ing secondary industries throughout Western
Australia.  During the past few years we
have been urged from a hundred platforms
to use Western Australian goods first, Aus-
tralian goods second and those manufactured
in other parts of the Empire next. Tn this
connection T urge on the Government the
opportunity that exists to establish the
woollen industry in Western Australin. We
have heard something about the proposal on
the part of an English company to start
millts at Albany. I hope the proposals will
soon be rarried into effect. In the Eastern
States one sees that either private or co-
operative woollen mills are being established.
Glancing throngh the papers it scems as if
every private firm was enpaged in starting
these mills in towns like Colac, Shepparton,
Wangarratta and Stawell. And these are
in addition to the already cstablished mills
in such centres as Melbourne, BRallarat and
Geelong. In view of the activities in this
direction in Vietoria, it is surprising that
Western Australia should so far not have
made a start in the direction of having its
own mill or even so much as a knitting will,
dozens of which exist around Melbourne. Tn
this connection I would like to say that the
activity in rvegard to the woollen industry
throughout Victoria is largely due to the
work put into the movement by a former
resident of Western Australia, Mr. Stirling
Taylor, who to-day oceupies the position of
director of the Bureau of C(ommerce and
{ndustry and whose head-quarters are in
Melbourne, Mr. Taylor has heen very active
in this matter. I throw out a suggestion to
the Premier, which T believe will be acted
upon, namely, that he should invite Mer,
Stirling Taylor, who is not only an enthusi-
ast in regard to the erection of woollen mills,
but also enthusiastic in regard to the exten-
sion of the co-operative priunciple in eonnee-
tion with woollen mills, te visit Western
Australia officially, and leeture on woollen
mills from the eo-operative and other pointa
of view in the same way as he has done in
the Eastern States. [ believe the Tasmanian
Government extended an invitation to that
gentleman to visit that State. Mr. Taylor
went to Tasmania and was chiefly instru-
mental in the establishment there in a large
way of the cocoa and choecolate industry. [T
lelieve that hoth Messrs. Cadbury and Fry
have built big works there, We have in our
= enantry towns the -same enthusiasm and the
same desire for progress which is being mani-
fested in the country towns of the Tastern
RKtates. When I see practieally every small
ecountry town in Victoria possessed of
a woollen mill or a small knitting mill
on a cooperative prineiple, I think
that our people here have the enthusiasm
necessary to  do  something on  similar
lines. I suggest to the Government that
it is only neeessary fo invite someone
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here with the necessary knowledge, such as
Mr. Taylor possesses, to supply the motive
power tor the woollen industry to be started
throughout the country districts of Western
Australia. Second only to the tariff the high
railway charges are at preseut causing the
drift to the cities throughout the Common-
wenlth, Let me illustrate the point by a
case which came under my notice a few days
ago in connection with a constituent of mine
living at Toolabin, about 130 miles from

Porth. This gentleman sent me a ecopy
o' a letter which he had addressed to
the Minister ilor Railways in regard to

a cwt. of cemeut consigned to him from

Perth. This settler bought in Perth
for 9s. a bag of cement containing
a ewt. It had probably been manu-
factured loeally from material Dbrought

from Lake Clifton to the eity, and sold to
the residents of Perth at the rate of 9s.
per bag., When this cement was sent to the
settler no less a charge than 7s. 3d, was
imposed upon him by the Railway Depart-
ment. It is impossible for the people in
the country districts te carry ou their
ordinary enterprises in the way of building,
for instance, when they are oppressed by
such heavy freights, This is only one in-
stance of the many which I could quote. I
think every member outside the metropoli-
tan area has received complaints of this
kind, and we know that practically all
enterprises in the way of improvements and
partieularly in the way of building in the
eountry are being stopped by the heavy
charges imposed by the Railway Depart-
ment. The extraordinary thing to my mind
is that whilst it is necessary for this House
to approve of any aiteration to the Dog
Act or for the imposition ¢f a farthing in
the pound increase in the dividend duties,
and not only for this Houmse but another
place to give their approval befere these
things can become law such important
things as increasing railway freights are
imposed by an administrative act, occasion-
ally just after Parliament has concluded its
labours, and without the representatives of
the people being consulted in the matter
at all. T am not referring for the moment
to the question of whether the increases
are necessary or justifiable. It appears to
me that some’ alteration in our system is
required in this respect, and that this House
might well appeint a select committee to
go into the whole question of railway
freights and the manper in whiek their in-
cidence is affecting our primary industries
with a view to seeing if relief cannot be
ufforded from the present heavy charges.
I listencd with much interest to the very
important pronouncement made by the Min-
ister for Works upon the question of rail-
way freights. T have here a quotation from
the ‘‘West Australian’’ which refers to
that speech. The Minister said that if he
were again Commisgioner of Railways he
would act with his experience of previous:
years and say that if the department
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wanted traffic it must create it by making
fares and freights sufficiently low to attract
the traffic, Coming as it does from s
Cabinet Minister, and one who has heid the
position of Commissioner of Railways in
this State for, T think, seven years, the
greatest possible weight must be attached
to such a pronouncement. I am aware that
the pronouncement was not made om behalf
of the Railway Department, and I regret
that this was so. Wherever the railway
system extends in Western Australia, from
Sandstone to Albany, and from Jarrahdale
to Geraldton, all those who use it will
appreciate and be in accord with the re-
marks of the Minister. The Minister had
a goodl deal to say about the Couniry
Party, but in that respect he laid himself
open to the charge of having stolen the
Country Party’s policy. We are glad to
have him with us in the Country Party
ideals of lower freighis and fares, and more
business for the Railway Department.
Although I admit the diffieulties which
confront the Government under the condi-
tions existing to-day, I think this House
ought to take the whole question of railway
freights into earnest comsideration, and see
if we cannot afford relief to the people
whoge only avenue of communication is by
meana of the railway eystem. I wish to
refer to the tramway fares a3 compared
with the charges imposed by the Railway
Department. It is interesting to note that
during the years which have passed since
1912 whilst the charges on the tramways
have been very much reduced, particularly
since they were taken over from the pri-
vate company and run by the State, we find
that during that period the railway charges
have been heavily increased. Here we see
ancther reason for the drift of the popula-
tion 'to the cities. In 1912, when the tram-
way company owned the Perth trams,. there
were no fares, except workera’ return fares
of 3d. for certain short distances, less than
3d. To-day the railway fares are very
much inereased and consequently people are
drifting from the country districts into the
towns. I should like to point out the man-
ner in whieh unfortunarely the anticipa-
tions of the Government with regard to the
purchase of the Perth trams have failed in
their realisation from a profit-making point
of view. I have here a copy of ‘‘Hansard’’
dated the 23rd July, 1912, in reference to
the purchase of the Perth tramway system,
The Premier at the time was Mr. Secaddan,
the present Minister for Railways, and the
apeech to which T wish to refer was made
by him when introducing a Bill for the
purchase of the Perth tramway system. Mr.
Allen, late member for West Perth, inter-
jected ‘*What about the annual deprecia-
tion?’? and the then Premier went on to
say—

The Premier: We allow for that. We
have based the profits at £25,000 as
apainst £11,000, because the £11,000 was
made when the eompany were making
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bardly any allowance for depreciation,
In truth £25000 is nearer what ought to
be the net profits earned by the tramway
system than £41,000, if we follow Mr.
MeColl. We can rest assured that we can
make £23,000 profit after the annual
allowances for depreciation.

Mr. Allen: And interest and sinking
fund?

The Premier: No; atter allowing for
depreciation we anticipate that we ean
make a profit of £25,000, which will he
sufficient to pay interest at 4 per cent. on
£40,000 and provide a sinking fund of
£9,000 per annum, which would, by 1939,
cover the sugpested price of £400,000, so
that we would not lose on the transac-
tion, but there would be mo profit.

The company wag making an annual profit of
£41,000, When these tramways were pur-
chased the Fremier anticipated that he would
be able to make a suofficient profit that they
would be able to pay not only working ex-
penses, but interest, and also sinking fund,
whiel would wipe out the cost to the State,
of the tramway system, which it would own
for nothing by the year 1939. 1 am sorry to
say that these pleasing anticipations are not
being realised. We know that the war and
other attendant circumstances have eropped
up since them, but I wish to point cut that
during the last financial year the Perth tram-
way system logt mo less than £9,334 on the
working expenses and interest, without any
provision being made for depreciation or
sinking fund. This is the position as far as
I can discover it from the balance sheet. We
now find that although the tramways cost
the State £475,000 originally, to-day they are
capitalised at the sum of £654,047. That is
a remarkable increase in so short a space of
time.

The Premier: There has been an increase
in the mileage since then.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair,]

Mr, JOHNSTON: When I look at some of
the fares which are charged on the tramways
during the morning I do not wonder that they
are making a loss. It is economieally impos-
gible for the State to go on carrying people on
the tramways so.much cheaper than was done
in the year 1912, when the company owmed
the service, and to pay the inereased working
costs. There was more than one company in-
terested in the tramway system throughout
the city at the time it was porchased. T ecan-
not help thinking that metropolitan influences
have been very successful in persvading the
Governmeat to reduce the tramway charges
to an extent which certainly does not cover
the cost incurred by the Government in run-
ning the svstem.

Mr. MeCallum: They have been inereased
for the working man,
Mr. JOHINSTON:

tent,

Lately, te a small ex-
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Mr. MeCallum:
than cver.

Mr. JOHNSTON: He is paying much less
than when the company owned the lines.

Mr. McCallom: T know that in the city
workers are paying 5d. where the jourmey
used to cost them 3d.

The Premier: Which way?

Mr. MeCalluom: T refer particularly to
those engaged in the building trade.

Mr. JOHXNSTON: Whilst every other
form of transport has largely increased in
cost particelarly the railway transport, the
tramways are cheaper than they were when
the company owned the lines,

Mr., McCallum: T say they are dearer.

Mr. JOHNSTON: T am not complaining
about the principle at the moment, but merely
stating the facts which the hon. member can
verify. Take the Nedlands tramway service.
It takes 38 minutes to go from Nedlands to
the Town Hall, a distance of five miles 29
chains. It is meeessary, for every person, who
wishes to reach his office or business by 9
o’clock, to leave Nedlands before half past
eight. Every person, be he a director of the
Western Australian Bank or the wealthiest
individval in Nedlands, is carried this
distance by the State for one penny, so long
as he starts before 8.30 a.m,

Mr. M¢Callom: You try to get in for a
penny and see how yon get on.

Mr, JOANSTON:
in for a penny.

He is paying more now

Mr. MeCallum: They de not.
Mr. JOHNSTON: The Government can-

not make it pay at that price, Take the trip
from the end of the Victoriza Park line to the
Town Hall, a distance of four miles, Every
passenger who starts his journey before 8.30
a.m, is carried over that distance for & penny.
Compare that position with the amount
c¢harged on a ecountry train. It does not
matter what time a passenger starts his
journey, he is charged the full amount. I
start my train journey at 3 a.m. A country
worker who starts by that train is charged
his full fare just the same as every other
ecountry traveller. The fares by train are at
the rate of 2d. per mile first-class and the
seeond-class fare runs out at about 114d. per
mile. The country worker travelling on the
railways has to pay 614d. to travel five miles,
while the c¢ity workman, providing he joins
the ear before 8.30 a.m., can travel five miles
for a penny.

The Premier:
get back.

Mr. JOHNSTON: T desire to be fair and
will he quite clear about the matter. On the
other hand, where the country worker is
travelling first elass he pays 10d. for five
miles or ten times as much as the town
worker. That is one reason why most people,
and particularly family men, prefer to work
in the city for less wages than to go outback
where the work is more arduous and where
their wives and families do not have the edu-
cational facilities and the pleasures which are
provided in the metropolitan area.

Some of them pay 5d. to

Hundreds of people get
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The Premier: They do not travel every
day.
Iy\Ir. JOHNSTON: That is so but this dis-
proportion between the tram fares charged in
the city and the cost of carrying a passenger
over the ecountry railways is altogether too
great. A different policy has been adepted
in Western Australia during the past few
years by the Railway Department and the
Tramway Department. When increased wages
and costs have come about on the railway
gide, they have been followed with big in-
creases in both fares and freights. On the
tramway system, however, on the figures I

.have quoted, it is quite evident that people

can travel much cheaper than in 1912, al-
though, I admit, they travel now slightly less
cheaply than they were able to some months
ago.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The charges bave gone
up 50 per cent,

Mr. JOHNSTON: Despite that, however,
the eity man who comes to town for one penny
and who has to pay 5d. for his return jour-
ney, still can travel 10% miles for 6d., where-
as the country worker travelling over a dis-
tance of 10%% miles pays 1s. 8d. if he travels
firat class and just over 1s. 1d. if he travels
second clags. There again the disproportion
is altogether too great. Take the case of the
Victoria Park resident. He pays a pemny in
the morning if he joing the car before 8.30
and can come a distance of four miles for
that fare. He pays 3d. to go home at night
and he travels, therefore, eight miles for 4d.
as against the country resident who has to
pay 1s. 4d. first class for railway journey
over eight miles or 10d. if he journeys over
that distance second class. .

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You cannot compare
railways and tramways.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I say the disproportion
is too great. Since the period before the war,
railway ftravelling has hecome dearer and
tramway travelling considerably cheaper, al-
though the same causes have operated on the
inercased costs of the department, respecting
both services. Flies come to where the honey
is and s0 the people gravitate to the citieg
where the best things are to be secured.

Mr, Clydesdale: The railways ecarry your
stock at reduced rates.

Mr. JOHNSTON. These rates have been
put up but I am dealing only with passenger
journeys. I am pointing out bare facts and
I desire to be quite clear. The town worker
is travelling daily, as well as his wife and
family in many eases, but when the country -
worker embarks upon a railway journey he
very often bas to travel for considerable dis-
tances to work which is of an irregular
nature. He generally goes for a distance of
from 100 to 300 miles and he has to bear
heavy charges compared with tramway trav-
elling. In addition to that, he gets no conces-
sions or very little concession in holiday time,
such as operate elsewhere,

Mr. Clydesdale: Is not the worker entitled
to the concessionf?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am pointing out that
the country worker does not get the same con-
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cession compared with his fellow worker in
the city. That is the whole object of the ar-
gument I am putting forward and I regret
that it is not clear to the hon, member for
Canning. The charges on the railways are
really more than the country industries and
the country workera can bear., We have heard
a gool deal about the hetterment system in
connection with the proposed construction of
a tramway extension to Como. We have two
tramways running in the metropolitan aren
at the present time which compare with the
proposed tramway to Como and those tram-
ways were built wnder the betterment sys-
tem by the private companies who owned
the land at the time the tramways were built.
The tramway to Osborne Park was not built

by the Government, neither was it built by

& private company on the hasis under which
other metropolitan tramway systems were
built, T have here an Act, 1 and 2 Edward
VIL., No. 26, dealing with the North Perth
and Perth tramway propositions. This Aect
confirmed the provisional order authorising the
construction of a tramway in the North Perth
Road Board area and the Perth Road Board
area. In the schedule there is a provisional
order setting out that whereas the Town Pro-
perties of Western Australia, Limited, who
are named as the promoters, have ‘*made ap-
plication for a provisional order authorising
the construction of the tramways,”’ and so
on, The provigions under which they were
willing to construet the tramway to Osborne
Park are set out. In this case we have the
Town Properties Company owning a large
area of country; they eut it up; they built
their own extensions and came to Parliament
when they had arrived at a decision to do
that work for authority to build the fram-
line. That took place in 1902, and the agree-
ment wag signed by Mr. Walter Kingsmill as
Commissioner of Railways. Tbat tramway
line was built entirely under the betterment
system by a company owning the land and
they added fo the price of the land the in-
creased value caused by the expenditure of
the company’s own money in eonstrueting that
line to Osborne Park.

Mr. Mann: It was a success.

Mr, JOHNSTON: Yes. The people not
only paid to the company probably the whole
cost of the tramway when they paid for their
land, owing to the inereased value, but they
also paid heavy tramway fares until such
time as the Government purchased the system,
I commend the enterprise of the company in
building the line¢ under the betterment system.
The tramway to Nedlands was built in the

same way. I have here another Act, No. 30
of 1907. It is the Act to confirm the pro-

visional order authorising the eonstruction
of a certain tramway in the municipal dis-
trict of Subiaco and the Claremont Road
Board@ area. The schedule of this Act sets
out the feollowing:—

Wheras Edward Bruce, of Folkestone,
in the county of Kent, England, Companion
of the Bath . . . . (hereinafter called the
Promoter) has made application
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for a provicional order authorising the
construction of tramways in the muaiei-
pality of Subinco and the Claremont road
distriet ., ...
The schedule sets out the terms under which
the line was to be constructed.

Mr. Richardson: That has been a payable
proposition too.

My, JOHUNSTOXN: Here again the better-
ment system was in operation. The Bruce
cstate owned the property, built the tramway
and, T presume, recouped themselves for the
exp.eniditure incurred in eonnection with that
undertaking and they added it to the cost of
the land,

Mr. Richardson: That is the betterment
prineiple in operation.

My, JOHNSTON: These two proposals
cannot be compared with the Government's
Como project. Under them the persous own-
ing the land built the line and got the guthor-
ity of Parliament for the work, wheraas with
the Como proposition, it is different. The
Goverament are taking the risk,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: It depends upon it
being a payable proposition,

Mr.. JOHNSTON : In these instances I have
quuted, the people built their own tramway
and I have no objection whatever to the
people of Como getting a tramway if they
are prepared to pay for it.

Mr. Clydesdale: The majority of the people
in the metropolitan area are preparcd to pay
for their extensions.

Mr, JOHNSTON: It is a surprising fact to
me that when these private people wished to
spend their own money in constTucting a tram-
way to serve their land, in each case it was
necessary for Parliament to give clear and
definite agproval to the whole proposition. It
was necessary for these two Acts of Parlia-
ment to which I have referred to be approved
by this House and by the Upper House be-
fore the proposals could be carried into effect.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: At Fremantle the
position wag similar,

My, JOHNSTON: Yes, but yet we are toid
that the Government propose to build the
tramway to Como without a Bill to authorise
the construction of the line or the expenditure
of this money, coming before ParMament.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: They have the power.

Mr. JOHNSTON: If the money of the
State is to bg spent in this way, Parliament
should be #iven an opportunity to signify its
approval or otherwise.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government have
the power under the Tramways Act to
build the line.

AMr, JOHKSTOX: T do not ¥Fant them to
have that power. Tf people who want to
spend their ¢wn money in bnilding a tramline
to open up their own land are required to
come to Parliament to secure the approval
of the legislature, the Government should do
the same thing in ¢onnection with the tram-
way extengions which have beer mentioned to
Como and elsewhere.
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Mr. Clydesdale: The same thing has oe-
curred elsewhere.

Mr, JOEHNSTON: That may be so. The
sooner this Chamber gets back to the position
of being able definitely and clearly to approve
of any large expenditure of public money,
the better it will be for all eoncerned. I am
surc the member for Canning (Mr. Clydes-
dale) with his demoeratic sentiments will be
the first to agree that Parliament should com-
trol such expenditure.

Mr, Richardson: The Tramway Act was not
in operation thexn. .

Mr. JOHNSTON: There is a bigger prin-
ciple at stake and that is: whether this House
should be told clearly or not how the money
of the State is to be spent before the expendi-
ture actuwally takes place. Let us take the
position of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin), whose vote was
responsible for the carrying of this particu-
lar item on the Loan Estimates. He has
stated that he understood clearly the item was
for the purchase of extra rolling stock. The
whole of the people of the metropolitan area
know that extra rolling stock is required. I
voted against the item, but at the same time
I felt that it related to money to be expended
on the proposals outlined in the schedule to
the Bill, which proposals were a duplication of
the Rokeby-road—Subiace line, the construe-
tion of the loop at the Barrack-street jetty,
and the provision of rolling stock.

Mr. Pickering: The South Perth extension
was never mentioned,

Mr. JOHNSTON: No. Parliament has
never given any approval at all for this par-
ticular expenditure on a tramway to Como,
and since it was necessary for private com-
panies when spending their own money for
the construction of tramways to obtain the
approval of Parliament, common justice de-
mands that this House should signify its
approval or otherwise of the proposed ex-
penditure on the tramway to Como before that
work 13 undertaken,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: My objection was
based on the cost, but the cost has come
down considerably since then.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: I hope that such a stick-
ler for consiitutional government, as the
Minister for Railways has announced himself
from time to time to be, will not embark on
this expenditure until this House has clearly
expressed its desires in the matter onme way
or the other. In connection with the whole
problem of tramway extensions, I wonld point
out that we lost £8,000 on our tramways last
ear.
{o pay iunterest and working expenditure, and
they have not paid the depreciation and sink-
ing fund which the Mijnister for Railways
anticipated they would do when he in 1912
introduced the Bill for their purchase.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you know the
cause of that loss? It was retrospective pay.

Mr, JOHNSTOXN: At any rate the loss is
there.

By that amount the tramways failed
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Mr, Clydesdale: And £5,000 for relaying
lines, which amount should not be charged
to one year,

Hon. P, Collier: What is the profit and
loss since the trams were taken over by the
Government? Take all the years together.
It is not fair to take only one year.

Mr, JOHNSTON: It is because the Gov-
erument propose to carry out thizs Como ex-
tension in one year under the conditions now
obtaining that I objeet fo. The loss I
have indicated occurred last year, and 1 be-
lieve the reason for it is the large amount of
vacant land abutting our existing tram
lines. kEven along the tracks close to Perth,
the Bulwer-street and Newcastle-street lines
run past large areas of vacant land, and
when we consider the Osborne Park and Ned-
lands lines, the problem is much accentuated.
The only solution is to tax the vacant land.
The problem from the point of view of the
Tramway Department is that the mileage
lies through so muchk vacant land.

Mr., Clydesdale: A minute ago you attri-
buted it to the reduction of fares.

Mr, Pickering: That is another reason,

Mr. JOHNSTON: The difficulty might be
overcome if we had heavy traffic all the time.
I was pointing out what the fares really
were, and that their cheapness contributed to
the loss. The proposed tramway on the rounte
laid down by the Government is-five miles
35 chains from Perth to the Como jeity. I
suppose that people living at Como would
desire a penny fare before 8$.30 each morn-
ing, the same as those who live on the Ned-
lands Park lige enjoy. I know the South
Perth-Como locality pretty well, and I econ-
tend that there is altogether too little settle-
ment long the route to enable the tramway
to pay at present. Already the trams are
losing money because they run past so much
vacant land. To my mind if would bhe an
economic atrocity to build the line from Vie-
toria Park to Como under the conditions of
financial stringency now existing.

Mr. Clydesdale: What about Como to
Mends-street? That is included in the five
miles.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That portion eould not
be buili unless the whole of the proposed
line were constrncted. My remarks apply to
the whoele proposition. The traffic would be
mainly confined fo the section hetween
Mends-street and Como. There is too little
settlement along the route to justify the
tram line. If any hon. member has any
doubts on the question, I suggest that he
should inspect the routé and judge for him--
gelf. If he is not sufficiently energetic to
do that, be may, by going to the balcony
uptairs, get a good view of the Sonth Perth-
Como distriet, and he will be amazed lhow
little settlement there is away from the ex-
isting ferry services. This proposition might
be a good one in five years’ time under the
altered conditions which we might anticipate
by then.
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Mr. McCallum: We will put up that re-
mark against you when you want a railway.

Mr, JOHNSTOXN: Particularly does my
remark apply in view of the dearness of
building at the present time. 1ntil building
coats come down I eaunot Lelieve that there
will be any large increase of scttlement in
the South Perth-Como locality. If the Gov-
ernment have €45,000 or £30,000 to spend,
it comld he ore usefully expended and
utilised miore in the interests of the people
of the metropolitan area by devoting it to
clearing work in the country, et us de-
velop Western Aunstralia first of all. Let us
help the people in the apriecultural districts,
people who bave no roads and are not able
to get more than small loans from the Agri-
cultural Bank for the clearing work so neces-
gary for their continuanee on the land and
for the prosperity of the mctropolitan area.
T am not in favevr of spending one shilling
on more tramway cxtensions in Perth until
the present financial stringency uplifts. May
I remind you, Sir, of the way in which finan-
cial stringency and scarcity of loan moneys
is affecting the people in the outer parts of
the State, pecple who have been promised
railways by Aect of Parliament as far back
as 1914, These people were out there when
there was no demand for a tramway to Como,
These people were put on the land and rail-
ways were authorised in various agricultural
districts of the State. These people have
had their hopes shattered. The. railwaya
were not built while the war was in progress,
and so far aa I ean see they are mot going
toc be built now, for when the Government
have a little monmey, it is to be spent in
Perth, opening up new aecess to the beauti-
ful Swan River to which the people have 8o
mueh aceess at present, to be used mostly
during the summer season, but hardly at all
in the winter, while people ontback are de-
nied conveniences and utilities necessary for
their existence which they would use, if
granted, all the year round.

Mr. Mann: This applies to people outback
who would come to Perth to spend a holiday.

Mr., JOHNSTON: They have already
plenty of places to spend their holidays.
Owing to railways being denied them, they
have too few holidays aand little money to
spend on thein when they do get them. The
interests of the metropolitan community it-
self would be beat served by permitting the
loan funds which the Government are able to
raise to be spent in the development of the
country. Let the suburbs wait for tram-
way extensions until material is cheaper and
prospeets are brighter. A word now with
regard to the Claremont Hospital for the
Insane, ¥ commend and appland the Gov-
ernment for their decision to appoint a Royal
Commission to inquire into this institution.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister kad no op-
tion.

Mr. JOHXSTOXN: At any rate I commend
his aetion. There is no doubt that, since the
artieles which recently appeared in Stead’s
‘‘Review,’’ that sinee Mr. Courthope’s pro-
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ipaganda work was carried on throughout
this country and since the reports of the
Mable inquiry were published, there has been
an uueasy feeling fhroughout Western Aua-
traliz regarding the faeility with which peo-
rle can he got into the asyinm and the diffi-
eulty they have, when once therce, to get out
again. It appears to me that in the past the
authoritics have been inguiring too late inte
the mental state of their patients, and have
made a very thorough and searching investi-
gation at the wrong time, namely, when they
tried to get out, instead of before their in-
carccration. They have waited until the pati-
ents wanted to get out, and the patients have
then found it mest difficult to leave the insti-
tution. If a patient did get an inquiry the
authorities always seem to have blocked his
departure from the institution. On the other
hand, we have the report of the Mable Royal
Commissioner, 2 trained legal man who pointed
out clearly tbat Mable and his wife were put
into that institution illegally, although to
gave the face of the administration he found
that their illegal arrest was justified by the
facts, Had not it been for the motion of the
Leader of the Opposition that the Royal
Commission should be appointed, Mr. Mable
and 12 or 15 other patients who have since
been released, would have still been confined
in the asylum, The humanitarian feelings
animating members of this Chamber are such
that they must applaud the action of the
Government in deciding to have a thorough
inquiry, and I would urge the Premier to see
that a searching inquiry is made into the case
of each patient. I am sure the people do not
desire that the head of a similar institution
should be brought from another State to re-
port on the work of a colleague and confrere
in Westarn Australia. I hope the Govern-
ment will see that we have a really independ-
ent inguiry. As a result of the inquiry it
may be found necessary to alter the law
under which people are admitted to the
asylum. Tt may be that the law is aa much
to blame as the adininistration. I hope that
all phaszes of the question will be carefully
inquired into by tbe Royal Commission. Be-
fore concluding I wish to say a word with
regard to the co-operative movement for the
egtablishment of bulk handling of wheat
throughout Western Australia. Membera of
the Houge are acquainted with the proposals
of the Grain Elevator Co-operative Company
which have been before the State since Feb-
ruary, 1920. To-day the company is in a
most satisfactory position because no fewer
than 200,000 shares have been applied for
by free farmers, while 50,000 shares have
been applied for by farmors working under
the operations of the Industries Aseistance
Board. I hope the Goverpment will permit
the settlers working under the Industries
Asgistance Board, or those whose pogition ia
considered sufficiently sound, to lend their
quota of support to this great co-operative
movement which will be in the interests of
the community as well as of the whole of
the wheat growers of Western Australia.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: That will be finane-
ing the company with the State’s money,

Mr, Mann: Do you mean to bring them in
before their debts te private firms are liqui-
dated ?

Mr. JOHNSTON: A proper basis upon
which they should participate ¢zn easily be
decided wpon; proposals have been placed
before the Government which I hope will
receive sympathetic consideration from them
and from the House. We are assured that a
Bill will be introduced this session, and 1
eommend the Government for giving that as-
surance in the Governor’s Speech,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If your couference
passed it, the Government would have to do
it.

Mr, JOHNSTON : T regret cxceedingly that
sueh is not the case.

Hon. P. Collicr: You ought to be proud
to belong to such a strong party.

My, JOHNSTOX: The Federal Government
have treated the company most generously in
regard to their promise of financial support.

Houn. W. C. Angwin: They do not know the
company as well as we do.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Federal Govern-
ment have agreed to lend £550,000,

Hoa. W, C. Angwin: It has been reduced
to £440,000. .

Mr. JOHANSTON: Let me explain, The
Federal Government originally agreed to
lend £550,000 to the wheat growers when
300,000 shares had |been applie@d for.
Since then that has been modified, at the re-
guest of the directors of the co-operative
compeny, by an arrangement under which the
Federal Government will lend £480,000 when
240,000 shares have heen applied for in the
company. Even that reduced amount will be
incrensed to the original amount of £550,000
as additional capital is subscribed hy the
wheat growers to the company., The Federal
Government’s help in this matter has been
most welcome and most aceeptable, T regret
exeeedingly iu this connection the loss of the
two Bills introduced by the State Govern-
ment last session. Those measures were de-
feated in the Upper House at the end of the
seagion. )

Hon. W. C. Angwin: One of the bhest
things that ever happened in this State,

Mr. JOHNSTON: Tt was a very deplor-
able thing for Western Australia, partienlarly
ag the Billa were not defeated on their merits
but by motions for adjournment. However,
we shall have another opportunity of dealing
with these matters when the Bill which the
Government propese to introduce in order to
deal with bulk handling comes down. At this
stage I do not yropose to hold o post-mortem
into the Council s deplorable action, whieh re-
presents only another instance of that Con-
servative Chamber opposing not only the de-
pires of this House but the best interests of
the people of Western Australia. The debate
on the Address-in-reply is now nearing its
end, and doubtless the House will shortly get
down to work in real earnest on the legisla-
tion foreshadowed in the Speech. I believe
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there js a bright time ahead for Western
Australia. Its people, encouraged by the
Premier’s optinism, and by their own know-
ledge of the State’s resources, will overcome
the diffieulties at present confronting them;
and particularly will this be the cage if the
Government carry out & vigorous immigration
policy, if we arc able to fill up this country
with more people, and get them settled on the
land, thus redueing the debt per head which
the inhabitants of Western Australia now
have to carry. T trost that the work of this
sesgion will result jn advanced prosperity to
the State of Western Australia, and that the
effect of our efforts will be to incrense the
happiness and promote the welfare of the
people of this State.

[The Speaker resnmed the Chair.]

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [6.5]: I do neot
intend to take up the time of the House in
showering congratnlations upon new mem-
bers. Those hon. members have already re-
ecived the best congratulations that can he
offered them, by being returned to repre-
sent the electors. My sympathy largely goes
out to those old members who have fallen
by the way, After being here for’a number
of years we all realise that it is very hard
for a member to return to the avocation
whieli he followed previous to his election to
Parliament. Possibly such a member may
have taken on somewhat more expensive
habits, or may have become a little collar-
proud; or I may put it that he does not
like going back into the traces of former
years. . Further, we all know, after mixing
among members for a number of years, that
very many of them, irrespective of the side of
the House on which they sit, play the game
fairly; and, naturally, a friendship springs
up among such members, and although wo
all like to see our particular side returned
with a majority, we have sympathetic fecl-
ings for our fellows who, as I say, fall by
the way. At present the deficit represents
the nightmare of our politics. There is a
huge amount of interest and sinking fund to
be met annually, which in itself accounts
largely for the deficit. Then there is the
huge decrease in the returns from railway
fares and freights, The increased fares and
freights mean a very heavy impost indeed on
the outback settler, but the effect of the in-
creagses has been the opposite to that ex-
pected.  Instead of bringing in a larger re-
venue, they have resulted in decrcased re-
venue, Take the Murchison distriet as an
example; many squatters are drivieg their
stock over long distances from Meekatharra
right down to Mullewa and Pererjori, in pre-
ference to paying the heavy railway freights
on stock. Various sugpgestions have heen
thrown out for making up the deficit. Ome
is retrenchment. 1 am with those who are
up against any drastic retrenchment in the
Public Service before there has been an
exhaustive inguiry into administration; and
before such an inquiry is held, the heads of
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the various departments and sob-depart-
ments should be convened to give cousidera-
tion to the question of economising. A man
who has been running a department for a
number of years should be an expert as re-
gards the work of that department, and
should he best qualified to point ount savings
that can be made in its running, say by
simlifying procedure and doing away with
red tape. A mining manager who has a de-
creased output and wants {o economise calls
together the man in charge of the treatment
pant and the underground managers and asks
them to point ¢ut where economies can be
effected. A corresponding method shonld be
adopted for effecting economies in ocur Public
Service. I consider, too, that savings could
be effected by amalgamation of departments.
The member for Bunbury {Mr. Money) laid
stress on this feature, The amalgamation of
the State and Federal Taxation Departments
has resulted in a saving to this State eof
£20,000 per annum. No doubt a large saving
would result from amalgamation of the State
and Federal Electoral Departments. If is ab-
surd to have two departments side by side at-
tending to electoral matters for the same
people. The names that are placed on the State
electoral roll are alse placed on the Common-
wealth electoral roll. I am not particular as
to whether the amalgamated department is
Tun by the State or by the Commonwealth.
There could also be an amalgamaliion of our
Workers’ Homes Board and the management
of the scheme for housing soldiers. Again, the
Industries Assistance Board should be amal-
gamated with the Agricultural Bank. Only
a very slight amendment of the law would
be needed to enable that to be done.

The Premier: That is the position now,

Mr, CHESSON: Probably an amalgama-
tion would mean that the services of a con-
siderable number of public servants could
be dispensed with, Amnother matter requiring
attention is the taxation of land values, for
the purpose of compelling people who hold
land alongside our railways for speculative
purposes to bring such land inte use. At
present our railways are running through
huge tracts of unused country held simply
for the unearned inerement. Our land laws
should contain a provision on the same lines
as that in our mining laws which imposes
eertain labour conditiens, failure to comply
with which involves forfeiture. At any rate,
there should be such a provision applying
to land alongside the railways. "The holding
of such land out of use is a serious disad-
vantage to people seeking land, who are now
compelled to go mueh further afield. It ia
stated that no less than 20 million pounds’
worth of land has been alienated from the
Crown, Now, Gd. in the pound on that value
would bring in £500,000 annually, TIf that
sum were put aside and earmarked to be
used for rajlway econstruction purposes, it
woull be a big factor towards promoting
settlement outback. The further a settler
pgoes outbaek, the more he is nenalised. The
tax T supgest would not press heavily on the
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agriculturigt. Our agricnlturat landa are
valued at 10s. per aere for taxation pur-
poses, so that a tax of 6d. per acre would
mean only £23 on 1,000 acres. The squatter
whose laud, since the increased assessment,
pays one pound per thousand acres would
pay only £2 10s. tax on 100,000 acres. Thus
it is plain that the proposed tax would not
bear hardly upon people on the lond.

The Premier: How about putting a bit en
the other fellow, the miner?

Mr, CHESSON: At present the people
in the metropolitan area pay very little to-
wards the upkeep of our yailways. Most
ot the goods and materials imported into this
State are brought up the river from Fre-
mantle by boats, or else by heavy motors.

Sitting susperded from 6.15 to 7.30 pom.

Mr. CHESSON: Before tea 1 was dealing
with the heavy imposts levied on outback
seftlers through the railways, and advocating
iand values taxation,.the revenuwe from which
should be earmarked for the cheapening of
railway freights to remote distriets. I was
pointing out that the further back one went,
the more was he penalised, and that the
people of the city paid very little towards
the upkeep of the railways, whereas under
land values taxation the people of the metro-
politan area would be called upon to contri-
bute in more equable proportion. Our rail-
ways have been run out as feeders to the
city, and so the people outback should not
be penalised but, on the contrary, should be
freely encouraged. 1 am in favour of the
continuation of the wheat pool. I should have
liked to see it continued under the Common-
wealth. T am afraid that if Vietoria and
South Australia stand out, it will be difficult
for this State to suecessfully carry on the
pool, since if wheat is sold cheaply in South
Aunstralia, South Australian wheat will be
dumped into this State. Tr giving my sup-
port to the continuation of the wheat pool,
I would stipulate that a maxzimem selling
price be fixed. If it iz proposed to export
our wheat to Germany at 7s. per bushel while
charging our own people 9s., it will not have
my support. The people of Western Australia
have done a lot for the farmers in carrying
wheat and super over the railways at speci-
ally low rates. At all events, if a reasonable
maxzimum price for wheat be fixed, the wheat
pool shall have my support, for I do not
want to see the farmers go back to pre-war
conditions, when all the wheat was in the
hands of a few hig buyers. With the price
of wheat at 9s. it is impossible to carry on
the poultry, bacon, and dairying industries,
and it is to the interests of the farmers that
those industries be maintained.

The Premier: What about the price of
gold?

Mr., CHESSON: Those concerned are not
getting too much for their gold, considering
the cost of mining requisites. On the Murchi-
gon at the present time wheat is being sold
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at 44. per pound, or £1 per bushel. At oune
time all the people up there had their own
fowls, but with wheat at 4d. per pound, the
keeping of fowls is out of the question. X
compliment the Government on having brought
our railways up to date. One can now ride in
a eorridor car in the Muorchison distriet, and
in addition the service has been rendered much
more cffective. Still, T think some amend-
ment should be made in the second-class
machinery rates. A good deal of second-hand
machinery has been shifted recently, but one
cannot bring second-hand machivery from,
Bsay, Sandstone to Meekatharra at anything
below the rates charged for new machinery,
although second-hand machinery can hs
ghifted from Cue to the FEastern Goldfields
at second-class rates. If mining people wish
to shift second-hand machinery from one
town to another they should have the benefit
of the sccond-class rates. At present it pays
to send sccond-hand machinery from Sand-
stone away down into the agricultural areas,
and bring it back to Meekatharra, as againsg
sending it direct. I have a word of com-
plaint to utter apainst the frequent delays in
railway transit. A little while ago a truck
of cyanide sent from “Perth to Meekatharra
was bung up at Northam €or a fortvight.
Apd cyanide, it must be remembered, is de-
stroyed on coming inte contaet with water.
In other words, it is a highly perishable
commodity, and so there should be ne delay
whatever in its transport. Here is a clipping
from the ‘*Murchison Times'':—

From time to time
are made of delay im  arrival
of poods sent,over the railways. This is
very aften the case on the Murchison lines.
With all the puoblicity given to railway
matters and methods during the past few
months one would expect better husiness
methods being followed than has been the
experience of a Cune firm recently, One
instance was a consignment of cyanide,
which was hung up at Northam for 14
days. It meant 13ss of time to the work-
ing plant. After several telegrams had
been despatched, the eyanide was seni on
by the next train. The next week inquiries
had to be made for some machinery parts
consigned from Ealgoorlie on the 21st July.
Up to date it has not arrived. It has been
14 days in tramsit. That item was also
located as awaiting a push off at Northam,
The delay of the cyanide consSignment is
noteworthy in the face of a regulation that
it ean only be consigned to leave Perth on
ona day a week for the Murchison, yet
such a deadly poison as cyanide is allowed
to stand for days in an open truck at a
railway yard en route. This is not an iso-
lated case of delay and expense to mining
companies. Only recently it cost nearly
£50 to bring a truck of goods from one of
the eastern goldfields becanse it contained
items of various rates. Yet the Minister
for MMines says that the Government are
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doing everything to hélp the mining indus-

try.
There should be no delay in the tramsit of
cyanide, especially seeing that it can be con-
signed on only one day in the week. When
the Estimates were before us last session we
were promised that there should be no delay
in the ereetion of the Wooroloo recreation
hall, provided sufficient money was raised on
the pound for pound basis, Unfortunately
there has been a little delay in the castern
fields, although there is some £1,400 in the
hands of the Ugly Men's Association and
another amount in XKalgoorliee. I am very
sorry that there should have been any delay
whatever in this matter. Anybody who has
vigited the Wooroloo sanatorium will know
that in wet weather the wind blows the rain
in ou to the patients. This conld be avoided
by the provision of a few roller blinds, which
would be very much appreciated by the
patients. The member for Kalgoorlie {Mr,
Boyland) referred to the Miners’ Relief
Fund. That fund wag started in 1915, The
contribution then was 3d. weekly. In 1918
the weekly contribution was inereased to 6d.
and it was further inereased another 3d.
later in the same year. This means an in-
crense of 150 per cent. in six years, Whereas
the miners paid at first 13s. per annum, they
are now asked to pay 39a, and in view of the
closing down of go many mines it seems Jikely
that it will not be long before the miners are
asked to pay one shilling weekly. Then,
while the administrative costs of the Ffund
have gone up, the amounts paid to the bene-
ficiariez have been cut down. When the Mur-
chison miners were asked fo imcrease their
contribution to 9d., they turned down the
propesal and suggested that something should
be done in eonnection with State insuraunce,
We believe that material assistanee could be
given to this fund through the Charities De-
partment. The inspectors are all through
the metropolitan area, and when 2 beneficiary
of the fund comes down bhere, a visit from
the inspector should not entail any eost. On
the ficlds the inspectors have to travel all
around and, on occasion, have to come all the
way to Perth. This fund should be run
either through the DMMines Department or
through the Charities Department. Theu the
provision relating to continnity of payments
leads to a good deal of complaint. For in-
atance, a miner, after having paid into this
fund for a number of years, might go pros-
peeting for six months and, making nothing
during that period, come back and work for
wages, and renew his contributions to the
fund. But if, later; he” bt stfickem by
disease, he will find that he eannot
get assistance, for the reason that his
payments have mnot been continucus. In
my opinion the State should take over this
fund and run it as it is run in Queensland.
Al occupational diseases should be provided
for under the Workers Compensation Act. Lf
that were done there would be a higger in-
ducement for people to engage in the mining
industry. In connection with the Arbitration
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Act it is time something was done to bring
it up to date. At the present time delays
oceur when people are desirous of approach-
ing the Court. Before one can go to the
Court it is necessary to create a dispute, but
before the dispute stage is reached, the par-
ties should be brought together, and in that
way there would be a better chance of settle-
jng a difleulty in its earliest stage. I am
a great believer in giving assistance to see-
ondary industries. Qur primary and seeond-
ary industries should work hand in hand.
The question of woollen factories has been
touched upon by several speakers. It is
nearly time that Western Australia made a
gtart in that direetion. As far back age as
40 years, little Tasmania established a wool-
len mill in Launceston, and that, too, when
that State had less than half the population
of Western Australia. While on the sbject
of secondary industries, I would say a word
about the local production of ¢ement, We
are using it on the Murchison and we are
getting it at a rate which is 50 per cent.
cheaper than we had to pay for it before the
local works were established. Those works
have been a big factor in bringing down the
cost. People who use it say that it is equal
to anything that was ever imported. A mat-
ter that concerns the Commonwealth is the
extension of telephone facilities in the ouf-
back parts of the State. Telephonic connec-
tion is badly needed between Lawlers and
Lake Darlot. If an accident happems it
means that a patient has to be conveyed all
that distance or a doctor has to be sent for,
and the time taken up in travelling may often
end seriously. We understood that when the
existing charges were increased better facili-
ties would be given to people in isolated dis-
tricts. Nothing, however, has been done.
The people at Lake Austin who are 16 miles
from Cue are alao unfortunately situated in
this respect. They too are isolated, and if
-anything untoward happens serious eonse-
quences may follow. A good,deal has been
said abont the uncoenstitutional action of the
'‘Government in submitting Bills to outside
bodies before presenting them to Parliament.
This is distinetly a wrong procedure, If a
Labour conference sitting in Perth had Bills
intended for subsequent submission to Par.
liament, presented to it by a Labour Govern-
ment that nright have been in power, the
State wounld have known all about it and
there would have been a howl from every
direction. On the subject of the propesed
inquiry into lunacy reform, I hope that the
Government will not ask one controller to re-
port upon the work of another. If a Com-
mission is to be appointed it should be made
up of ontside and independent people. With
ragard to assistance to mining, the member
for Hannans (Mr. Munpsie) has already
pointed out that the first thing to do is to
remove the tax whieh is imposed on prospec-
tors, or in connection with the sale of a pro-
perty. The imposition of this tax has done
more to retard the progress of the industry
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than anything else I know of. Something
shouid also be done in the direction of pro-
viding cheaper explosives, cyanide, and zinc.
The high cost of requisites is penalising the
industry. We cannot do too much to assist
prospectors who, at the present time, are
made to suffer even more than companies, in-
asmuch as when they require explosives they
are compeiled to deal with a local agent. 1
know of instances where mining companies
were instructed not to supply prospectors,
who were told to purchase from the local
agent. In that way the local agent is carried
entirely by the prospectors. It should surely
be possible in all mining centres for the Gov-
ernment to see that the prospectors get ex-
plosives at a cheaper rate than is the ease
at the present time. In answer to a question
recently the Minister stated that it was in-
tended to appoint mining boards. There has
beenr a ery for these boards who would be in
2 better position to assist in selecting legiti-
mate prospectors. We know that the older
men by reason of the knowledge they possass
of the industry are the mwre suceessful pros-
pectors. Once they get on to the track of
gold they follow it up to find the reef that
shed it. These are the men we want to en-
courage in every shape and form, and if we
do that we shall open new fields. I conmsider
alge that prospectors should be assisted when
they are 20 miles beyond a battery, that is to
say, when they are on & payable proposition.
They should be given advances on the assaye
until there is enough stone to warrant the
erection of a mill. That ig the only chance
a prospector has of keeping the tucker bag
going. Another matter on which I would like
to touch is that of the ventilation of mines.
In all new mines we shonld see that there is
sufficient ventilation ecirculating through the
property. There should be stipulated the
amount of air that should flow freely and un-
diminished through each working space. The
present coal mines Act provides for not
less than 100 cubie feet of air through
each working face., That iz a matter that
should be inquired into in conuection with
all new mines, There are one or two big pro-
perties on the Murchison, and I trust that
hon. members will have an opportunity of in-
specting them in the not distant future. One
of these is the Big Bell, which is one of the
biggest propositions in the State. It is over
100 feet across, and has been sampled for
1,500 feet, The plant erected there is an
up-to-date one, and quite lately a good many
additional hands have been taken on at the
mine. This mine will eventnally hecome
a very big proposition, and it is that kind
of thing that we must depend on in the
future. T trust that when members visit the
distriet, the Minister for Mines will accom-
pany them. I have received a wire from the
secretary of the road board asking me to
use my influence to secure the attendance of
the Minister, when he will have the oppor-
tunity of meeting there all the people on the
Murchison from Yalgoo to Meekatharra.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddap—Albany) [7.58]: May I at the
outset join with the other members of this
Chamber in welcoming® to ovr midst the new
members returned at the last genmeral elee-
tion, and while perhaps condoling with those
who fell by the wayside, may I be permitted
to say that I believe the Assembly has lost
nothing either in debating power or in the
keen desire to do that which is in the best
interests of the community. I consider that
the advent of Mrs. Cowan (the member for
West Perth) to this Chamber is somethiny
that will not only be of advantage to the
women and children of the community, but
will also be of advantge to hon, members,
inasmuch as we frequently discuss those
mutters which can be best understood and
appreciated by the womenfolk, and very fre-
quently we disregand many things because of
the fact that we have not with us anyone who
ig directly interested from the point of view
of the woman, We also frequently take to
ourselves a good deal of credit for under-
standing womenfolk, and T suppose most of
us who have been married for a long time
jmagine that we know more about them than
anyone else, I am beginning to douht
whether we do or not, Be that ag it may, 1
am certain that members of this Chamber do
appreciate the faet that we have in our midst
a lady who will be able, from the fact that
she has piven a great deal of attention to
matters affecting the women and children of
the State, to discuss fully matters affecting
their welfare in this Assembly. It is, I
suppose, almost tantamount to treason from
the party point of view for a Minister of
the Crown to suggest that the position is
improved so far as the Opposition is con-
cerned as a result of the last general clee-
tion. It certainly is the ease that the Op-
position has been strengthened, particularly
from the point of view of debating power,
and also by virtue of the faet that it has
lost some of its members. T particularly de-
sirec to congratulate the member for Fre-
mantle in that he has displaced one of these
who considered ropes and lamp-posts above
everything else in the community, T also
congratulate the wmember for Kalgoorlie,
who, in the midst of a mining centre, has
captured a seat which has always been re-
garded as the stronghold of labour. This
wag due in no amall measure to the fact that
pcople, rightly or wrongly, imagined that the
gentleman who previously represented Kal-
_goorlie belonged to what is known as the
“reaetionary andt revolutionary section of the
labour movement. I believe, with the mem-
ber for South Fremantle, that after all the
British community is made up of persons
who are level-headed enough, although they
may make mistakes from time to time, to
rectify them at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity. The people of Kalgoorlie, therefore,
expressed a definite and decided opinion at
the last eleetion, when they had the oppor-
tunity of doing so, on the question of their
representation in Parliament.  During the
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debate we have had all sorts of discussions
in regard to economy. I have been wonder-
ng what members really mean by their uftter-
ances along these lines. If we are compelled
in our private capacity or business capacity
to effect ecomomy, we do it from the stand-
point of making our ledgers balance. I
have, however, never held the view that the
State is called upon to adjust its balance
sheet on exactly the same basis as is a pri-
vate or business person. The State cannot
go bankrupt, and that perhaps is a reason
why we have not reached that stage before
now. After all, the loss upon a transaction
by the Government iz not always due to their
spendthrift habits, so much as it is a ques-
tion of economy from the point of view of
the general comnunity. We are apt to ride
this term to death if we are not eareful, and
so make people believe that we are in such
a tremendously dangerons position that every-
one will be clozing up in order to follow the
lead given by the Government. The news-
papers in particular, who are expected to
guide the community in regard to matters
political, very frequently mislead the publie
by making them believe that the Treasury
ia empty and that everything is as bad as it
ean be. Then our business men, our whole-
anlers, retatlers and producers, generally take
fright, and frequently fail to do that which
is necessary from their own point of view
and that of the State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 8¢ you think the
newspapers are mild compared with what
they were a year or two ago.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know about that. This, after all, is a ques-
tion of the point of view that the hon. mem-
ber or myself may take at the moment.

Hon. P, Collier: It depends on’ which side
of the Hovse you are sitting.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite so.
1 see a-great deal that iz praiseworthy in the
attitnde that is taken up by the newspapers,
but at times I might view their articles from
a different standpoint. This House at all
events ‘is not easily led or misled by the
utterances which appear in the Press. We
have sufficient courage to express our own
opinions, notwithstanding that we may be
severely criticised by one or other section of
the newspapers. I have heard a good deal of
criticism levelled at the party of which I am
a member. There was the eriticiam levelled
at it by the Minister for Works. There are
many persons who want to know what I am
going to say in reply to the Minister for
Works. I am asked if T am going to answef
the Minister for Works who so severely eriti
cised the party. At the moment, however,
I ari not concerned about the criticism of
that party or of the ecriticiam that may be
offered regarding any other party in the
country, The party which sets out with the
deliberate intention of governing thia coun-
try is entitled, I say, to be criticised from
every point of vieWw. It has to go through the
fire of eriticism and show its hona-fides to the
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people. If this party cannot do what is ex-
pected of it then it has no rigit fo claim that
which the party does elaim, namely, the right
to be governing this Btate. Whilst my col-
Jeague, the Minister for Works, made a good
deal out of the possibility of memhers of the
party in this Chamber being subjeet to diree-
tions from an outside exccutive or other
soorce, and even went so far, by interjeetion,
as to tell the member for Katanning that he
would not be directed by anyone, not even by
a bheef huceaneer, I venture to say that all
of us at one time or another, if we have not
been actually dirccted, have heen influenced
by the opinions which have been expressed
by those attached to their party outside the
Chamber. Although we may deny that such
a thing is possible we camnot take unto
onrselves the glory of being able to assert
that we have never yet accepted adrice or
dircetion from any quarter. The Leader of
the Opposition may know thit whilst members
of his party may object to straight out
direction from their executive or organisation
they ought, as we should on this side of the
House, willingly look for and aceept advice
if suck advice is worth while. I claim that
the Minister for Works, no more than myself,
from time to time must have reecived that
which he may regard as a direction, but
which has been tendered in the light of ad-
vice from one section of the community or
ancther. If a Minister of the Crown, mmch
less a member of Parliament, is not able to
sift out that which is direction and thHat ‘which
is advice, he has failed tremendously in his
administrative capacity and fallen somewhat
from graee. For my part, I am always wil-
ling and anxious to accept advice and very
frequently seek it, because most of us are
able to get good advice from different guar-
ters from time to time. I was not a bit
upset over the critieism offered by my col-
league. He appeared to be imbued with the
idea, though I think that idea has now been
banished, that everyone’s hand was against
him. He was quite wrong. Most of us are
on the best of terms with him and wish him
well. Reference has been made fo the dangers
alicad. Most of us can see dangers, but it is
quite a simple thing to see a problem though
not nearly so simple to solve it. One can go
into the street at any time and diseuss with
men there polities or any other sobject, and
each person will outline those directions in
which he foresees difficulties. Tt is, however,
a diffieult matter to induce a person to offer
any remedy for undoing some of fhe things
which have happened, in such a way as not
to cause tremendous injury to the community
while at the same time bringing about the
results we all aim at. We can see that West-
ern Awvstralia, in common with every other
part of the British community, s to-day
strursling against adverse eonditions. For
thinzs to he any different there would have
had to be no great world war., That condi-
tion mnst of meeessity lead us inte tremen-
dous industrial and other difficulties which
we are now ealled npon to surmount. If we
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view these questions from the old standpoing
of party then we cannot hope to solve these
problems for the permanent good of the com-
munity. Some of us will have to change our
ideas in regard to political affairs, Whilst
some of uy may accuse the others of slipping
and sliding and so forth, I venture to say that
the man who in 1814 had definite views upen
political questions and holds exactly similar
views in 1821 is either a liar or an ass. It
is not possible to conceive such a thing under
the conditions which have prevailed since the
great war was entered upon. Lef us consider
the position in which we find ourselves. The
metropolitan newspapers take the view that
all that is required is to introduce economies
inte our departments, that our Civil Service
is overmanned, that the salaries of the officers
should be reduced, and that then everything
will be all right. Even if it were possible
to dismiss all the officers of the Civil Service
and to ecarry on the services of the State
without them it would not be possible to
reduce by 50 per cent. the deficit as it exisfs
to-day. It is not the salaries of the service
that brings about this pesition, but rather
the services that we render to the publie
through our Government departments heing
in excess of that which the citizens of the
State are able to afford at the present
moment, The question arises whether we are
going to continue to render these expensive
services to a community which eannot afford
to pay for them, and apply the position to
that which would arise in similar circum-
stances in our wn private affairs. Tf we
continue to live in luxury in our own homes
at a time when our income hus been depleted
we must expect trouble. Notwithstanding that
so much has been said about the need for
economy, with the possible exception of the
Leader of the Opposition, not a single
member who has spoken has done other
than urge that we should even extend some
of the facilities we are now offering
to the publie, although the public cannot
pay us for' that swhich we are doing now. Most
of us apparently look at these matters from
the point of view of our own constitnencies,
Members complain that their constituencies
have been disregarded. At Albany, for in-
stanee, the people want a new State.

My, Corhoy: That is only since vou have
been there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not so, So far as T am concerned it has not
been 2 1921 conversion to the «uestion of the
better centralisation of Government from the
point of view of our different industries.
When I was the Leader of the Labour Party
in this State, and Premier of the country, I
told the public that we were attempting the
impossible by ftrying, with a handful of
people numbering 300,000, and with 80 wmem-
bers of Parliament sitting in fwo Chambers,
and only about eight of them actually earry-
ing on the Govermuent of the State, whilst
the rest spent their time eriticising adversely
or otherwise, to govern the State and develop
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onr industries over such a large area as that
Iying between Wyndham in the North and
Euecla in the South, representing one-third of
the total area of the Continent. The man
who declares to-day that we can do this suc-
cessfully and make the State what we Qdesire
it to be is not a patriot but is standing in the
way of progress. I am not speaking from
the point of view of Albany, but as one who
represented the goldfields for some years and
who oceupied the position of Premier, The
man who imagines that what may be termed
the smaller State movement here means that
we slice off a piece of the State and push it
off into the Indian Ocean, and therefore lose
it altogether, does not appreciate the fact
that the opposite event is likely to occur, that
we shall be able to centre onr administration
on that point at which our industries require
most agsistance. Instead of doing everything
in a patchwork fashion, as we are doing at
the moment, making a self-contained Den-
mark, for instance, and then leaving it, we
shall be able to build up our industries de-
finitely and distinctly in the interests of the
community in one particular centre, and cause
it to progress because of the faet that all
the States surrounding it are also progress-
ing. Thus Australia will be the richer, We
all appreeiate the magnitude of the problem
facing us. Since 1904 we have been proclaim-
ing the need for a decentralisation policy. I
have listened until I have become almost
deafened to members in this Chamber as well
as other persons on the public platform, and
I have read articles in the Press representing
all sections of the community advecating the
same thing, but I have never yet been able to
discover just what is meant.
Hon, We. C. Angwin: It is only elap-trap.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
not go so far as to say that. I believe they
are genuinely in earnest in their desire for a
change, but they do not seem to be able to
tell ws exactly what they infend to convey.
When I went to Katanning T pointed out to
the people there that whilst they talked de-
centralisation they did not practice it. I
went to Albany and told the people there the
same thing. T told them that although they
talked decentralisation they were running ac-
eounts with big business houses in Perth, and
bringing goods to Albany over the railway
system rather than do their business amongst
the people of Albany. They do not practice
decentralisation. Tn Katanning I told the
people, ‘*You have a farmers’ representative
~on the wheat board, and that board, because
" they could get .04d. more for wheat by hav-
ing it gristed in a metropolitan mill, adopted
that course, and thereby closed down a Kat-
anning mill which meant a great deal to the
people of the Katanning district.’”” As a
matter of fact, the only effective decentralisa-
tion one cam.obtain is that which follows
from giving the people on the spot the gov-
ernment of their own interests. -
Mr. Underwood: Are you in favour of
small Statesf
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am. I
have never taken any other view, The Leader
of the Opposition knows that. It is not a
view I am merely expressing to-day. Only
a little while ago the leading journal of this
State, the ‘‘West Australian,’’ in common
with other metropolitan’ newspapers, de-
nounced those who had suggested a division
of this State for the purpose of bringing a
decéntralisation policy into operation. The
¢¢YWest Australian’’ pointed out that the
people who complained had, as a matter of
facty no reason to cowmplain, But this morn-
ing the same paper complains of centralisa-
tion of the government of Australia from a
Western Australian point of view. From the
point of view of this State as a whole, we are
not suffering as much at the hands of the
Federal Government as many of the outlying
parts of this State are suffering at the hands
of the Government of this State, not from
any desire on the part of the State Gov-
ernment to impose disabilities on those out-
lying parts, but simply by reason of the facts
of the situation. How many Ministers, and
how many members of this Chamber have ever
been north of Geraldton? I do not suppose
more than two or three Ministers, and I doubt
whether, apart from members representing
northern constituencies, more than two or
three representatives in this Chamber, In
thia matter I am not concerned with any
question of north and south, The question
of division is one for the people of this
State. We are living in a free democracy;
let us get a free expression of opinion from
the people regarding this matter, With all
our huge expenditure of public funds during
the past 10 years, since 1911, on all sorts
of things and sundries, as a matter of actual
fact the metropolitan area, comprising about
134 square miles, has increased its population
at a greater rate than the whole of the State
has done. While our total population has
inereased by something over 40,000 people,
the population of the metropelitan area alone
has inereased by over 50,000, The value of
the production of the people of the metropoli-
tan area, or 48.3 per cent. of our total popu-
lation, is only 10.4 per cent. of the total
value-of production in this State—&£1,243,000,
as against a total production of over 22 mil-
lion sterling.

Mr. MeCallum: But what value does the
population of the metropolitan area add to
production already here? Take building ma-
terial, for instance, You are arguing from
false premises.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I irgue
from the figures supplied by the Statistieal
Departmeat.

Mr. MecCallum: Yes, and they fake the
value at the point of production.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I venture
to say that what we bave to depend upon
from the point of view of our economic exist-
ence is, after all, the production of wealth
which we can enjoy.
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Mr. MeCallum: What is the value of
coal at the pit's mouth? 1t i» not worth
anything until it has been transported.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: ] venture
to say it is worth something.

Mr. MeCallum: Then your Statistical De-
partment are in the wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The value
of a ecommodity is not what it is worth in
its raw state, but what it is worth when so
prepared as te he available for consumption,
The value of a commality is, thercfore, its
absolute worth as a manufactured article. The
coul to which the hon. member refers has
value the moment it is put into use. Tts
value i3 based on the cost of production and
transportation. it is not possible to produce
those comodities which mean so much te the
general comummity in so cifeumseribed an
area as that to which T refer, the etropoli-
tan area of 134 squarc miles when we have
s0 huge a territory as this of Western Aus-
tralia to deal with. In the interior of this
State other than the North-West and the gold-
fields and the metropolitan arca, 37.4 per
cent. of the population produce no less than
1414 million poumnds worth of our total wealth
production, That process will continue, and
it cannot help continuing so long as we have,
like we have at the present juncture, all the
chief intere:ts of this State through its fin-
ancial imstitutions and business enterprises
centred in the metropolitan area.

Hon. P. (ollier: And also all the instru-
mentalities of government.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not a
matter of government instrumentalities alone.
Decentralisation is frequently interpreted as
meaning the spreading of the expenditure
of Government funds. But the greatest
curse in our State is that all our big business
euterpriges arc controlled from Sydney, and,
after that, through agencies in Perth. That
will always be the case 30 long as we¢ remain
one State.

Mr, Underwood: Wonld you remedy that
by a new State?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Ton, W, ('. Angwin: Not a bit of it!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That has
heen the experienee of every Aunstralian State
which has been subdivided. That was the
experience of Vietoria when it beeame a sep-
arate colony: then the financial institotions
of New South Wales established scparate
branches there. [ am merely suggesting that
bere is a problem to be solved, and that every
solution of the problem, whether we agree
or disapree with it at the first blush, should
reccive conrideration. To-day a man in West-
ern Australia requiring financial assistance
for the purpove of developing onr hroad acres
must make application through the central
agency of our banks in Perth; and then he
frequently has to go beyond Perth to get a
deeision from Melbourne or Sydney. Dut if
he wants an advance upon bricks and mortar
in the metropolitan area, he can get it straight
away—ceould get it even during war time,
Yot those bricks and martar will not produce
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a single penny. As we know, during the war
the baunks clored their books from the point
of view of lending money for the purpose
of developing our hread aeres, I do not, of
course, hlame them for adepting that course.
It is trne that bricks and mortar have their
value, and that we cannot do without them;
but in times of stress we ought to centre our
attention, and the attention of our financial
institutions should be centred, on the produne-
tion of wealth that we can enjoy. Tn this
worlil nothing can be enjoyed until it has
heen produced. Omne of our difficulties to-day
lier in the fact that we are centralising not
only our system of governnient but all our
commercial and trading interests in Perth, and
leaving the rest of our great State to develop
itself. The mining districts complain that
they are not receiving proper attention, and
from the agricultural districts, and also from
the great industries of the North, we hear
similar eomplaints, But in the metropolitan
area one merely rings up on the telephone,
and cverything is remedied in 24 hours. To
get matters attended to on the spot is mot
diffieylt. Now, T have tried to look closely
into ane or two questions affecting us from
a financial point of view. I know some hon.
members imagine that it is just a matter of
sitting down in an office and saying, T will
cut out £10,000 here, and £10,000 there,’’ and
the thing i3 done. But it is not so. A better
appreciation of the circumstances was shown
by the Leader of the Opposition when he said
that while he wag prepared to back the Gov-
ernment in introducing genuine economics
in Government departments, he was not going
to back them in any mcasures designed to
balanee the ledger in a very short aspace of
time, hecause he knew what wonld follow in
the train of such an effort. If we were to
try to reduce our public utilities to such an
extent, we would bring about a condition of
chaos in Western Australia, a condition which
it would take us years to recover from. It
is easy enough to say the thing has pot
to be done, but to do it is something dif-
ferent. Let me explain the pesition in an-
other way. TIn 1914 we could borrow money
at about 414 per cent. interest. Last year
we had to pay on our borrowings an average
of 614 per cent. And that is not all. For,
in 1921 the valne of the sovereign depreei-
ated by about 32 per cent, and so we have
this position: On the basis of our lpan ex-
penditure of 1913.14, which was £2,920,000,
we horrowed at 434 per cent. Last year our
loan expenditurc was £2,6G6,000, on which we
kave to pay an average of 61} per cent, in-
terest. For the purpose of comparison we
can fairly assume a basis of 30 per cent. for
the purchase of material at wholesale
rates——

Hon, W, C. Angwin: But it is not material
now: it is land.

The MINISTER FOHR MIXES: A fair

pereentage is material as well beeause, while

we ﬂc'l\'am:e to the individual for the por-
pose of going on the land, we have to finance
him for the necessary materiat as well. T
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am taking the two years in question by way
of comparison, and am asswning that the ex-
penditure was represented to the extent of
50 per cent. by material, and to the extent of
50 per cent. by wages, which works out
something like this: The wholesale priees in-
dex figure for 1913-14 was 1,086, For 1921
it was 2,480. So that the value of the one
half of our expenditure of last year, being
£1,333,000 out of £2,666,000, only amounted
to £584,911 as compared with a similar ex-
penditure in 1913-14,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is, if you were
doing the same class of work.

The. MINISTER I'OR MINES: Yes, for
the same elass of work. Then take the wages.
In 1913-14 the index figure for wages was
1,214, JFor the last financial year it was
1,600, On the same¢ basis, again comparing
the two years, our expenditure on wages for
lagt year of £1,333,000 was equivalent to only
£1,011,000 on the 1913-14 basis. Again, on
this expenditure we pay 634 per cent. per
annum interest. So that, for that expendi-
ture of £2,666,000 on which we are paying
614 per cent. interest we have only received
a value of £1,596,000, It followa that on the
1913-14 basis we are paying no less than 10%
per ¢ent. per annum interest on the loan
money we expended last year. Now let me
ask this question: can we expect to get the
game resulte from our Government activities
when the money required for the purpose of
creating them and keeping them in operation
i costing 1034 per cent. per annum interest,
as against the rates eurrent in 1913-14¢

Hon. P. Collier: And we shall be loaded
with that interest during the next 30 years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There have
not been many loans for that eurrency. Most
of that money has been lent to us by the Fed-
erzl Government. On the other hand, though,
we are lending that money to settlers on the
land for less than we have to pay for it, the
difference being met by the Federal and
State Governments. Let me now show what
the difference in the cost of money and the
value of money means from a railway con-
struetion and railway maintenance point of
view. On the average basis of cost of con-
strezetion our railways have cost us £5,100
per mile. T think T am safe in saying that
to-day we could not comstruct our railway
system at anything less than £7,600 per mile;
that is, £2,560 per mile more than the cost
up to 1914, Taking the 1914 rate of interest,
41 per cent., the £5,100 per mile means an
.annual charge of £229 interest per mile. To
that has to be added one per cent.,, whi¢h is
a standard charge in both instances. That
would make it £51 or £281 as the annual
charge on the construction per mile of rail-
ways, under the conditions prevailing in 1914,
If we come to 1921 we find we will require
£7,600 to build one mile of railway, On that
amount we have to pay 614 per cent. interest,
whieh works out at £475. Add to that sink-
ing fund of ome per cent., which represents
£76, this means that the charges on one Mhile
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of railway for 1921 are £551 as compared
with £281 for 1914,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That does not apply,
hecause you -are not building raifways now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: While we
are not building new railways, the fact re-
mains that we have to remew lines, and we
cannot do that without capital. I will give
the hon. member figures later on which will
atartle him. They will show him what it
would involve to keep the system up to stand.
ard, As a matter of fact, the increase is
over 100 per cent, with respect to the annual
chavrges, and that is carried right through
the other charges as compared with those
operating in 1914. It amounts to this that
the cost of the system to the producer, as
well as to the general community, has become
almost unbearable. Take the position so far
ag it affects the Workera’ Tlomes Board. In
1914, the maximum amount available under
the Workers’ Homes Act, namely £550, en-
abled a person to procure a very decent
houge,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A decent house could
be built for mueh less than that in those
days.

'%he MINISTER FOR MINES: T am tak-
ing the maximum figure available under the
Act. That money could be procured at 414
per cent, which, with the sinking fund of one
per cent., made the actual eost 534 per cent.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: You borrowed at 314
per cent.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am tak-
ing the average throughout 1914, the last
year of the pre-war period. That represented
an average annual interest cost of £28 10s.
The same house to-day conld not be built
for less than £800.

Mr. Corboy: Tt could not he bmilt for
that.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES:
ing that figore in order to be fair.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: An architect said the
other day that it would cost £950.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Take the
position the Government find themselves in:
the money can he borrowed at 64 per cent,,
which together with the sinking fund of
one per cent., means a cost of 7% per cent.,
or nearly £58 for the same class of house.
We are aetually paying 1014 per cent. to-
day for the same class of house as was pre-
viously available to the worker for 5l per
cent.

Mr. Pickering:
over 30 years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:

T am tak-

And the cost was spread

I am

* pointing this eut not beeanse I think wa. can

aveid it, but becanse we have no control
over it. This is one of the matters not gen-
crally understood by the community as a
whole. These influnees are completely he-
yond the eontrol of the Gevernment. We can-
not control the money market of the world,
and, in effect, we have to pay what is de-
manded from ws, As it applies to the rail-
ways and to the workers’ homes, so it ap-
plies to individual business concerns. To-
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day we are hard up against it as a State
amd as & ecommunity, becanse of the falling
prices, in the world’s markets, whilst we are
holding produets which were preduced when
the commodity was at its highest point. I
will have something to say as to what the
position would be had@ certain mcthods been
adopted some years ago. I mention this
asgpect in order to demonstrate the difficulties
from the railway point of view. State owner-
ship of the railway system is not for the pur-
pose of giving the State eontrol of a busi-
ness, but for the purpose of permitting a
system which ¢an be controlled by the com-
munity in the interests of the community and
thus encourage production. The man who
would say that we should run the railway
gystem on the basis of working out what it
would cost to run a ton of goods over a dis-
tance of a mile and apply that .cost to all
goods irrespective of what class of goods
they may be, wonld be contending for some-
thing which is not practised in any other part
of the world and which would have fatal re-
sults if practised in Western Australia. Mem-
bers have been asking guestions dealing with
this aspect. The member for South Fre-
mantle {Mr. McCalium) asked a number of
questions regarding the freight on wheat and
80 on. A member 1n another place said some-
thing about the loss on the earriage of wheat
and farmers’ produce. As a matter of faect,
I do not know that we carried anything at
a profit last year unless it was wool and a
certain amount of timber. We are carrying
our primary products at rates which will
enable produetion to continue or fo inerease,
If we did not adopt that policy we wonld
be killing the poose that lays the golden
egg, for that is the wealth whieh is produced.

Mr. McCallom: You are discriminating
between primary producers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We must
do it.

Mr. MeCallum: You are giving more con-
gideration to one section than to the other.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It eannot
be avoided. Take the question of production.
If we econtinue importing commodities we
can produce in Western Australia, from other
parts of the world or from the Eastern
States, we must produce something else to
make up for those importations, hecause we
eannot pay for them hy printing notes in
the Federal Treasurv. We have to pay for
those importations by actual produetion of
other produce, and we increase the vaioes of
the poods because we have to pay the cost
of importing the commeodities that should he
produced here. Tt i desirable that we should
encourage production even to the extent of
a loss on the carringe of the commodities
produeed.

Hopn, W, C. Angwin: That all «depends
on what you get for vour commaoilities.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, that
i so, Take the position regarding cream.
We set out te emeourage the predoction of
cream and we sail:—* ‘TIf you preduce cream,
we will carry it over the rajlway system at
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less than it cost.”” We «id that in order to en-
courage the establishment of factories so as
to compete with the older factories which
have been operating in the Eastern States,
and which send butter here—if we may term
it butter. As a result of that policy, we have
factories established throughout the State.
We have them at Busselton, Bunbury, Gnow-
angerup, Geraldton, Northam, York and so
on. They are scattered right thronghout the

country. Wherever these factories are situ-
ated, they get the benefit of the cheap
freight over the system. It was very

soon diseovered, however, that by permit-
ting that one rate to aperate over the whole
State, a man putting on a quantity of cream
at the most extreme point of' the railway
system got the advantage of the low freight
while the man closer to the butter faetory
was in a different position. We were at-
tempting to promote decentralisation to that
extent. The man from outback paid his
freight ard the man in the metropolitan area
taking cream from the long distances and
turning it into butter, was able to put the
commodity on the market at much less than
the factory in the country, If we are in
earnest with regard to our decerntralisation
policy, is there any way in which we can
benefit the State to a greater degree than if
we assigt the establishment of primary in-
dustries right at the point of production of
the raw material?

Member: That is what we want.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: That is
trne. And that is where Kendenup has set
uz a very good example, It would be of ad-
vantage to the community as a whole if the
State could do what Kendenup has done. 1
do not know whether the Kendenup scheme
will fail; I do neot think it will fail. If we
could do for the State what the Kendenup
company are doing for the settlers om
their estate, it would help considerably to-
wards decentralisation. The company are
taking the products of their settlers for
a period of years, and they are assisting
the settlers by guaranteeing them against
loss by taking over their products. The com-
pany are taking their commodities and de-
spatching them to Perth, and thus securing
to them a return for their lahour. Our
neeessities here are to find the cash to pay
the expenses of sending the commodities for
somebody else to consume.

Hon. W, . Angwin: But tlle consumer has
to pay.

The MINISTER FOR \[T\*ES Often
they have not to pay, but the producer has
to face a loss. T do not say that that al-
ways follows. There should be a solution of
the problem, but we have not achieved it
vet. We should see that a man’s profduce
secures to him a fair refurn for his laboenr.
The producer is entitled to that just the
same as any other wman, We have not
arrived at that pesition yet, and because we
take a man who is producing eream and
assist him by sending hisa goods to market,
in order that we may tackle the position, e
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are accused of doing something detrimental

to, the community as a whole. Omne of the

leading journals dealt with this aspeet.
Hon. P. Collier: You must particularise

when you refer to the leading journals. We
do not know which is the leading one.
Member: Was it the ¢“Call’’?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt was

not the ‘“Call.,”’ That paper is only dealing
with ¢il. Our rates on the carriage of eream
in Western Australia are not to be com-
pared with those operating in the Eastern
States of Australia., In Western Australis
our rates up to 150 miles, which is about the
greatest distance eream is hauled at the pre-
gent time, is 634 d. per can. In South Aus-
tralia the charge is 1s, 11%d. per can; in
Vietoria it is 2s, 334d. per can, and in New
Sonuth Wales 2s. 114d. per can., T asked for
figures regarding this position to show the
position of local factories with respeet to
the country institutions.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: Don't say too much
or you will be hauled over the coals.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: By whom?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
ohject to telling the truth or hearing it, al-
though it is sometimes hurtful, If we take
the position of a butter factory inm a country
distriet, where they are collecting cream
from a radius of 40 miles, which is the radius
of influence for each factory, let us see how
it works out, Take the factory at Narrogin.
Cream can be sent to that factory from any
peint within the radius of 40 miles. On 560
gallons the charge is Hd., which works out
at £1 13s. That is the approximate quan-
tity required to get a ton of butter. On the
basis I have mentioned that represents in
freights £1 15s. When the butter s manu-
factared and sent fo the markets in Perth

the butter factory has to pay £2 3s.
4d. freight and handling and other
charges amounting to 4s. or a total
from the point of faectory to the mar-
ket of £4 2s, 44. per ton of butter, Under
the new rates which were recently in-

troduced, the loeal factory would have to
pay £4 13s. 4. on eream within that 40 miles
radius. From the point of view of the Gov-
ernment I think that is fair consideration.

Hon. W, ¢, Angwin: In one case the but-
ter has double handling.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: You can-
not help that,

Hon, W, (. Angwin: T am only pointing
out that faet,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: These
things are esgential from the point of view
of the interests of Australia, and of encour-
aging thriving industries in these distriets,
because it is essential that people interested
in produeing eream in Narrogin or any other
centre should have an outlet for their com-
modities. That fact was realised by the
producers when it was brooght home to them
by the establishment of factories in their
centre.
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Mr. Johnston: On the oMl basis the coun-
try factories were lhandicapped compared
with Perth.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
what I am pointing out. Then there is the
case of the Albany butter factory. Within
the radius of 40 miles eream is collected and
taken to the factory where the butter is
manufactured for £5 10s . 7d., while the
Perth manufacturer can get the cream from
within the radius of the Albany distriet and
have it carried over the long distance by rail
and yet put the butter manufactured from it
on the market at £5 5s.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: I suppose they are
using real eream at Albany now; not water,
as they did before.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Sarely it
is not necessary for me to tell the hon. mem-
ber that they use only the finest cream at
Albany. It is in my own electorate.

Mr. McCallum: But you are in control of
all this. How iz it that you have not altered
it?

The MINISTER FOR MINER: I have al-
tered it. T am showing what alterations have
been made. As nearly as possible all the fae-
tories arc now on equal terms.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Except that Perth does
not compete with Albany, whereas Albany
could send to Perth to compete.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member will realise that a faetory in Albany
established merely for the purpose of supply-
ing the requirements of Albany, would be so
small that one would scarcely know that it
was on the map, However, the only purpose
I had in bringing about this alteration was
the putting of them all on an equal footing.
One hon, member criticised my action in
respect of Mr. Maefarlane. Mr, Maefarlane
is a personal friend of mine, and as a rule
X do not set out to injure my friends. Still,
as a Minister of the Crown and a trustee of
the public interests, I do set out to do what
is right, irrespective of friend or foe. As a
matter of fact, we have not injured Mr. Mae-
farlane, except that he is not now in quite
80 good a position as he was formerly. How-
ever, he is still able to compete with butter
factories in all parts of the State.

Hon. P. Collier: He is still making a liv-
ing.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think so.
I have mentioned this in order to point out
that the only alternative to that proceeding
is to increase onr eream freight up to that
obtaining in the Fastern States, or else to
bring it up to the average cost of carriage per
ton per mile over the railway system. Taking
into consideration all other conditions, if we
attempted to do that we should not only kill
the existing butter factories, but would kill
the industry for many ¥years to come. So
we have to use our railways ss a means for
giving our producers what might be termed
a bonns,

Mr. Mann: Vietoria paid a bonus on butter
production.
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The MINISTER FQOR MINES: That was
on butter produced for export. We ecannot
do that, and so we have to introduce other
methoda for achieving # similar object.

Hon. P. Collier: Victoria di? that before
the advent of Federation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, Vie-
toria could not do it now, although New South
Wales has found a method of giving a bonus
to the flour mills in that State—which re-
minds me that we must wake up and see if
we c¢annot do the gsame for our flour mills.
That is ove of the positions in which we find
ourselves, I ask members whether they are
really serious in asserting that I must eompel
the Commissioner of Railways to balanee his
ledger? It would be a very simple thing for
me to izswe such an instruction, and prob-
ably the Commissioner would carry out that
instruction. But in the process we would not
only kill all the industries, but kill our rail-
ways as well,

Mr. Johnston: Take the adviee of the Min-
ister for Works—encourage business.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
simple enough to talk about, but it is often
found te be a difficult proposition when pnt
into practice. If we were to inerease freights
to a point where production was no longer
profitable, people wonld refrain from produc-
ing. Also I agree with the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hoa. W. C. Angwin)
that the production of some of onr commo-
dities will expand until we are able to put
them on the world’s market, and thus return
some compensation to the producers, who, in
turn, ought to be paying something to the
general community for having enabled them
to reach the world’s market.

Member: Wheat, for instance?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, I
would exclude wheat for the time being, be-
cauge we have now soms two million bushels
which we cannot sell, there being no market
for it. However, if we put such restrictions
on the carriage of commodities prodmeed in
the, State that the producers decide to go out
of production, then it will reflect not only on
the railways, but on all our industries as well.
The member for Collie will realise that i#
we do not get traffic for our railways, we
will not burn his eoal on the railways, and if
the coal is not wanted, there will be no coal
mines in operation, and if the coal mines are
not there, there will be no oceasion for the
ghops and other business concerns of Collie,
and 8o in the end there will be no Collie.

Mr. J. H. S8mith: And no electors of
Collie.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
would be ome of the woret features, because
we would not them have the member for
Collie. Last year our business undertakings
were responsible for the defieit on the year's
operations. I venture to say that the business
undertakings are going to bhe responsible for
continued shortage for a number of years to
come. The question is whether we should con-
tinne to operate them at a loss, or try to
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build them up on a basis that would close
down other industries, Try what method we
will, there is no third way out of the diff-
culty, The business undertakings, so essential
to the production of wealth, must be con-
tinued, even if at a Joss. We hope to cut
that loss as much as possible but, rather than
&dd burdens to the producers, we must carry
some loss for a number of years to come. If
you mzke my salary as Minister for Railways
contingent on my making the railway finances
balanee next year, I will get out to-morrow.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We can raise the
rates still further—and have nothing Fo carry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the point. We would have nothing to ecarry.
But we can still put our house in order if we
are in earnest. I will show how. If we were
operating the railways as a private firm,
we would look at the position and ask,
‘‘Is every mile of existing railway running
into districts where produetion is encouraged,
while in other distriets production is starved
for want of facilities for getting the pro-
duce to market?’’ TIf we found that was
s0, ag business men we would adopt other
methods. However, I will come to that later.
T.osses on railway operations are not re.
stricted to Western Australia. During the
siz years 1914 to 1920 inclusive Western Aus-
tralia lost on her railways £1,337,000, South
Australia lost £1,045,000, Vietoria lost
£2,031,000, New Scuth Wales lost £1,011,000,
Queensland lost £4,917,000. Last year we
Jost £418,000, South Australia lost £550,000,
and New South Wales lost £577,000-—and the
Treasurer of that State estimates losing
something over two millions next year.

Mr. McCallum: He only said that when
giving special evidence in the Arbitration
Court,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Out of
3,000 miles of railway, we have approximately
1,000 miles operating in goldfields districts.
Whether we like it or not, mining has been
suffering a terrible depression during recent
years, and is likely to continue to suffer a de-
pression, through causes over which we have
no control. In the United States of America
gold production during the four years 1913
to 1917 deelined by 48 per cent., while the
gold production of the world during the same
period declined 25 per cent. Ours has de-
clined in common with the others. Our rail-
ways are suffering through having non-pay-
ing lines in goldfields districts. I do pot
snggest that we should tear up all those lines
just because they do not happen to bv pay-
ing. Later I will show some of my friends
on the cross benchea what the gold production
of Western Australia meant to us in a time
of erigis. Then we have non-paying railways
at Phillips River and at Marble Bar, we have
had the increased cost of all commodities
used on the railways, coal has gone up trem-
endously during the lagt three or four years,
we have an increased interest rate to pay on
all capital expenditure—and each year there
is a tremendous expenditure of capital—and
we have hail a reduetion in traffie, due not only
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to increased freights but to a general trade
depression which is in evidence the world
over, Then we have had a general increase
in cost of the labour necessary to operate the
system, and also increased cost of all material
used. The Commissioner of Railways, instead
of being barked at by everybody, ought to be
given all possible encouragement. If some
hon, members were in my position for a few
weeks, they would get an idea of how very
trying is his position. It is not easy for me
as Minister to get done what I want done,
and it is far more difficult for the Commis-
gioner, who is met with opposition whichever
way he may turn. First of all he has the
union representing the railway men complain-
ing about the railway officers, and in turn the
railway officers making complaints against the
railway men,
Hon. P. Collier:
union, .
The MINISTER FOR MINES: And what
will happen when we get one big wniont In
accordance with human nature, they will pick
out Tom Smith, who is seen to be getling to
the top, make a target of him, and push him
over the precipice. Have not we seen it in
the Railways? Colonel Pope was the best
man in the system until he was appointed
Commissioner, but he was not in office very
long before all and sundry were up against
him, and there was not a man in the gervice
who did not think he could run the system
hetter than could the new Commissioner,
Mr. MeCallum: Well, nobody could make
a bipper mess of it than is being made now.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, of
course not. Everybody knows that nobody
in authority knows anything about hiz job.
Take the hon. member: he is an encyclopmdia
on all questions. To appease him, T will for
the moment accept him as knowing all about
all things. But he is a termendously foolish
individual to he sitting in his place in this
Asgsembly if
Mr. McCallum: Yoo have no right to say
that! You are not going to tell me——
My, SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. McCallum: Y am not going to let him
put that over me. He is not going to tell

What we want is one big

me——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
keep order.

Mr. MeCallum:
represent me.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am very
sorry if the hon, member is annoyed. I am
afraid he does not appreciate the fact that if
he critieises he must be crificised in return.

Then, don’t let him mis-

-In an Assembly like this he cannot express

strong opinions without having to listen to
the opinions of others, . )

Mr. MeCallum: There is criticism and
criticism. T am not going to listen——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
keep order.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
is in the House any hon. member who ean
run the railway system better than can the
Commissioner of Railways, that hon. member

If there -
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is very foolish in remaining in the House in-
stead of taking over the Commissioner’s job,

Mr. Corboy: The only ome who claimed
that ability was your own colleague, the Min.
ister for Works,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
deny that he did. I do not deny that there
are quite a number of people in the com-
munity and probably some among my own
colleagues who think they could do better
than the Commissioner of Railways. I do
not deny their right to think that, but I have
my own opinion as to their ability to do so.
In justice to the present Commissioner, let
me point out that ever since he has been in
office, there has been a continual increase in
the cost of operating the railway system due
to causes over which he has had no conirol,
By an award delivered on the 16th December,
1919, which was made retrospective to the
1st August, 1919, the basic rate of wage was
increased from Os. 7d. to 1ls. a day, an in-
crease of ls. Sd. per day. Other rates were
increased from 1s, 5d. to 2s. 11d. a day and
salaries were increased by £22 per annum.
The cost of the award from that date until
the 30th Jume, 1921, was no less than
£479,000.

Hon, P. Collier: Which was covered by in-
creased freights.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, it was
not.

Hon. P, Collier, The report of the Commig-
sioner of Railways said so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not correct. I have the figures. A railway
award was delivered on the 18th September,
1820, and this alsc was made retrospective
from May, 1920—back into the previous
finaneial year.

Mr. Pickering: And there was a further
inecrease of freights.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Under this
award wages were increased by 2s. 4d. a day
and salaries by £37 per annum. The coat
of that award to the 30th June last was
£295,500, or taking the two awards a total
increased expenditure for wages and salaries
in the Railway Department of no less than
£774,500. During the year 1920-21 no less
than £545,500 of the £774,500 had to he
found, and the total increased revenue from
increased freights for the same period was
£48 400——

Mr. Johnston: Enormous!

Hon. P. Collier: It was pretty close up
anyhow.

[(The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

_The MINISTER FOR MINES: Or a short-
age of £56,500 on the basis only of the cost -
of labour. Does not the Y.eader of the Op-
position appreciate the fact that these figures
represent only the increase 1in the cost of
tabour as applied to the Railway Department?

Hon. P. Collier: I would like to guote the
Premier’s fioures against yours.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have ob-
tained my figures from the Commissioner of

Railways within the last few daya.
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Hon. P. Collier: Well, I suppose the Pre-
mier obtained his from the same source.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The in-
ereased freights did net meet the additional
expenditure on salaries and wages alone. I
am not complaining of this, but I am arguing
that the Commissioner is confronted with
difticulties which are not appreciated by mem-
bers of thia House or by the community at
large. Over and above the inercased cost of
salaries amd wages, he has had to meet the
inereased cost of materials put into the rail-
way system ever since he has been in eharge
of the railways, and the inereased freights
hkave not met even the inereaser for salaries
and wages alone. We have an award affeet-
ing engine-drivers, firemen, and cleaners,
From the latest figures whiéh the Comunis-
stoner has got out, this award will cost us an
additional £34,600 this year. The Commis-
sioner has to find that £34,600 somewhere. and
of thig amount no less than £9,000 represents
work performed during the last financial year
which amount he would be unable to recover
whatever he did. It is not always realised
that an award does not mean merely the in-
creases whieh appear on the surface. It is
not only a quertion of the rate of pay per
day; the conditions sarrounding the employ-
ment have to be taken into copsideration, At
the present time everyone admits that the es-
sential nced of the country is not less work:
even if it is not more work, it is certainlv
as much work as before that is required. [
do not suggest that men should work longer
hours or harder than before, but T do say
that their work shonld rot be less than before.
Yet the Arbitration Court, under the recent
eward, gave speeial consideration by way of
holidays to engine-drivers and firemen. The
Court did not follow out the same principle
with regard to cleaners. The award provided
that after 12 months’ serviee 12 days® holi-
day shanld be allowed. Enginedrivers and
firemen were granted an  extra four
days. For engine-drivers and firemen situ-
ated east of Yalgoo and nurth of Goon-
garrie an additional two days was al-
lowed, making in their case no' less than 18
days a year, Tor working on Good Friday
and Christmas Day, although extra wages -
were stipulated, an additional two days holi-
day lhave also to be allowed. Therefore, in
the case of many of these men, it might mean
an annual holiday of 20 days.

Mr. Boyland: What did they get in the
old days?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing
like that period. Taking the minimum al-
located to engine-drivers and fircmnen they get
16 days per annum made up of 12 days or-
dinary, plus four ddays for being drivers and
firemen, with a possible holiday of 20 days a
year, If we take 16 days for the purpose
of calenlation and apply it to the 938 engine-
drivers and firemen in our serviee, the total
number of davs of idleness for which they
have to be paid is 15,000 a year, The average
wage of these men is about 18s. a day under
the award; in three years’ time it will be

[ABSEMBLY.]

about 21s. a day. This will mean that we
shall be paying £13,500 to our engiue-drivers
and firemen by way of holidays for remain-
ing in idlencss every year.

Hon, W. ¢". Angwin; Did net they have
12 days before?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am not
coucerned about that; I am telling the House
what they are getting now.

Mr, MeC'allum: Is not it n payable proposi-
tion to grant amnual leave to zny class of
worker?

The MINISTER FOR AINES: [ am not
denying that.

AMr. McCallum: The court, in awarding that,
must have thonght so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am not
arguing for or apgainst the award.

Mr. MeCallum: You appear to by argu-
ing against the decision of the court.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member may say so if he wishes, but other
members will appreciate the faets which 1
am bringing before them. The Conmissioner
of Railways, owing to conditions over which
he has no eontrol, has to find more money in.
order to operate the system, and he has only
one way of doing that namecly, by increasing
the freights, unless we make up the difference
from general revenue. To blame the C'ommis-
sioner for not making the railways pay is as.
absurd an attitude as auyome could possibly
adopt.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not think any mem-
ber has hlamed him for not making them
pay or even for the financial resuits.

The MINISTER FOR MINKEE: [ bave
heard a good deal of criticism about the rail-
way operations,

Hon. 1. Collier:
position. .

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yes, on the
financial position. There have been articles
in the Press pointing out the tremendous loss
made on the railway aystem, and indicating
that all that was required to make it pay
was to sack a few salaried or wages men.
By refusing to provide facilities for the com-
muupity, we are apt to lese trade. The United
States of America lost business very effee-
tively during that period of the war when
they operated their railways in such a way as
to induce road transport to compete, and that
hbusiness has never ginee been regained by the
railways. To-day, in the United States, road
transport which was eneouraged during the
war i3 suecessfully competing with the rail-
ways. The alternative supggested is that
which has been adopted in South Afriea. The
other day we vead in the Press a eable mes-
sage from Johannesburg to the following
effect—

A cirenlar which has been issued by the
railway administration says that the deficit
for the first auarter of the financial year
amounts te about £600,000, making the ae-
cumulated defieit over £3,000,000, ''he eir-
cular adds that as the inereased rates have
failed to produee the anticipated amount
of revenue, the Government feels that it

But not on the finaneial
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eannot justify the contimuance of the pre-
gent. heavy expenditure, and it proposes to
introduce a system of short time in prefer-
ence to a general retrenchment, and to re-
vert to longer hours in connection with cer-
tain grades where the work is mot of an
intensive character. The Government has
mvited a delegation from each union to
attend a conference with the Minister for
Railways (Mr. J. W. Jaggers), in order
that this matter may be discussed.
T want to ask this question—Are we justi-
fied, in matters affecting the welfarve of the
men employed in the Government depart-
ments, whether in the railway or any other
department, after having submitted the
case to ap independent board of arbitrators
-Auch as the court and having received their
award, in abiding by that award, asking the
whole of the eommunity to hear the burden,
-or should we ask the users of the system to
bear the burden? It is a burden which some-
one must carry. I venture to say that our
producers, irrespective of whether they are
gold miners, tin miners, lead miners, or pro-
ducers of wheat or potatoes, cannot produce
their commodities on a basis which will give
them a fair return, if the cost of carrying
their commodities to the markets is increased.
Therefore the community will have to carry
the loss. It might be an unpleasant fact, but
it is a fact which exists and which must be
faced. Now may I come to the question
which has caught on very effectively with owr
friends oppousite; T refer to. what they term
o lack of proper appreciation of the valuable
gervices rendered by the men in the Railway
Department, After all they forget that the
reflection they cast was not cast on the Com-
missioner alone ‘but that it also applied to
the members of hig staff and to the employees
generally, We are told that a year or so
ago so many men were employed and so many
train miles were rum, and that last year so
meny men were employed and so many train
miles were run. .
Mr, Mc¢Callum: The member for Fremiantle
{Mr. Gibson) T think, quoted those figures.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
Mr, MeCallum: I think he did.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Mr. Ches-
son on behalf of MMr, Corboy submitted a
question,

My, MeCallum: But the member for Fre-
mantle mentioned it after you replied to that
question.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-

. ber for South Fremantle need not be dis-
turbed about it. ‘I am going to defend those
men whom the hon. member has evidently
forgotten. Teo the 30th April, 1921, 4,169,000
train miles were run, and during the
same period of 1920, 4,015,000 train miles
were run—an inerease of 154,000 train miles.
If we allow for the train miles which would
have been run if the strike had not occurred,
and we arc entitled to do this for the pur-
pose of comparison in relation to the number
.of men employed, the total wounld have beeu
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379,000 train miles in excess of the previous
year. Up to that point, therefore, members
will vnderstand the reason why the number
of men employed on the railway system was
greater for this year than for last year. Our
mileage had increased tremendously. It ia
well to realise also that on the railway sys-
tem, we have busy periods which are often
followed by periods of slight depression. If
the men employed were put on the basis that
every time the traffic fell off for a week, a
fortnight, or 2 month, numbers of them had
to be dismissed, our railway system would
scon be in a very chaotic state. Beeause
there happens to be a falling-off in business
during one month, we do not work on the
policy that theé falling-off will continue per-
manently.

Mr. Corboy: Js not that what you are
really doing by dismissing men at the pre-
sent time?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am com-
ing to that, As soon as it was discovered
that the falling-off in our traffic was due to
a general trade depression and was likely to
Jast for an extended period, we took the
earliest opportunity to adjust the manning
of the system. It is an unpleasant thing to
have to do, but as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion said, we are not entitled to continually
shut our eyes to the faet that we employ
men to render service commensurate with the
wages or salary paid to them.

Mr. Pickering: In New South Wales they
are expecting an increase of £2,000,000 in
their administration costs,

Hon. P. Collier: That was said when a
wages ease was being heard.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T want
this position to be understood,. because some
people are very free in criticising the rail-
ways from a bald statement of comparative
figures, without realising how those figures
should be applied. There is a certain num-
ber of the staff ineluded in the number I have
already wmentioned who are not in any way
affected by an increase or Tfalling-off of
traffic. I refer to the men in our workshops.
Unless we deliberately dismiss highly skilled
tradesmen because there is a little depression
extending over a month or two, and as a
consequence allow all our maintenanee work
t» fall into arrears, these men are not
affected. We have 1,500 men employed in
our workshops, and the reason why we have
a greater number of men employed in the
whole of the railway system is due to the
faet that we have introduced and are con-
tinuing the very solid policy of manufactur-
ing on the spot every possible thing wé car
require in our railway system, instead of im-
porting it. 'What we are actvally doing, and
shoulll be supported in by the member for
Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy), is that we are em-
ploying as much labour as we can in Western
Australia instead of JTeaving that labour to
be employed in America, England, or the
Eastern States.

Mr, Corboy: T do support it.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
figures quoted are misleading and are apt
to indicate, unless they are properly under-
stood, that we are employing more men than
should be the case for the work that is being
done.

Mr, McCallum: Why did you not put a
foot-note on the return that you gave to the
House?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That re-
turn was prepared by the Commissioner of
Ruilways, and is in accordanee with other
rcturna that are made up for comparative
purposes, *

Mr. MeCallum: I am not complaining; I
am glad to hear it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Notwith-
standing this eriticism, and the possibility of
the position with regard to the number of men
employed being misunderstood, I am urging
upon the Commissioner wherever he can, hy
the introduction of modern machinery, to am-
ploy more men, instead of importing the ma-
terial that ean be manvfactured here. It is
ail in our favour to have more men employed
in Wegtern Australia rather than that they
gshould be employed elsewhere, and send the
material here that eould possibly be made
within the State. We do not separate the
number of men employed on capital expendi-
tore from those employed on ordinary main-
tenance expenditure for the purpose of this
return, Qur capiial expenditure Jast.year was
very much in excess of the capital expendi-
ture for the previous year, due to the fact, as
mentioned by the member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. McCallum), that we are making
up to-day 24 bogie tram ecars such as have
previously been imported or distributed
amongst other manufaeturers.

Mr, Angelo: Were those the cars that were
promiged for last Christmas?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. The
hon. member ought to know that last Chrisi.
mas has gone and that we are approaching
another Christmas.

Mr. Angelo: Evidently the tram cars think
80,
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member should get it into his head that we
are now in a new financial year, and have en-
tirely new works on hand. We are building
24 new bogie tram cars at the Midland June-
tion workshops. Every man employed on the
work is included in the staff of our railway
system which has been so much ecriticised.
We are building 100 louvre bogie wagons for
perishable traffie, and 40 cattle four-wheeled
wagons.

Hon, P. Collier: Are you building any tram
cars®
. The MINTSTER FOR MINES: We are

huilding 24. Apparently another hon. mem-
ber has just awakened. We are also bnilding
140 four-wheeled sheep wagons and 20 bogie
sheep wagons. We are manufacturing four
moulding maehines which would otherwise
have to be imported, and are manufacturing
vacunm brake cylinders and parts. We are
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manufacturing steam injectors for locomot-
ives, and mew parts for the maintenance of
the plant for the electrical supply station.
We are also making carringe fittings, such
as locks, handles, wash basins, and lamp and
other fittings, which would otherwise have to
be imported, and parts in connection with the
maintenance of the tramway system gener-
ally. Hon. members shonld take an oppor-
tunity of looking at the exhibition in Bar-
rack-strect, where they will sce a display of
the work that is performed by the men in
the Midland Junction workshops. T am sure
they will admit at once that nothing better
than this has ever been imported into West-
ern Australia,

Mr, Corboy: There is pothing better in
the world.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
so. If they would have a talk to My, Evans
they will find that some of the parts there
shown have been tremendously impreved upoen
asz a result of the ideas put into practice by
the men. in the workshops.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Invite them to go to
the workshops.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Let
the Minister deliver his address without so
many interjections. ‘

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
getting pretty tired. In the past we have
imported dogspikes, of which we use a tre-
mendous quantity. We have now ordered a
machine which .will manufacture from 5,000
to 6,000 dogspikes every hour. Previously
we did not think it worth while to spend
even that small amount of money in obtain-
ing such a machine. We have allowed our
locomotives to get into snch a state that if
we gét a peak load, such as we had last year,
we shall have ifficulty in handling our
traffic. We have asked for quotations for
the supply of the locomotives that we require.
After going into the matter we discovered
that by the expenditure of a fairly large
sum of money we could manufaciure every
part of these locomotives in our own wark-
shops at Midland Junetion and establish that
particular buginess on a permanent footing.
This would lead to the employment of addi-
tignal labour, the circulation of money witkin
the State, and effect a saving, after providing
the necessary machinery, of something like
£10,000 on the manufacture of eight loco-
motives.

Hon. P. Collier: And on the 44 hours a
week basis as apainst 48.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You will get our vate
to manufactore them here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
want the hon. member’s vote. T am going to
do it withont that. When T make up my mind
to do something, T go ahead, and take the
risk of petting a vote npon it. T know, of
course, that I will get it beeanse T axlways
do the right thing. T want to increase the
numher of men employed on the system, so
long as it does not mean unduly inereasing

do not
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the number of men to operate the system,
which for the most part is intended for the
requirements of our primary producers. If
it i3 a question of providing the necessities
for our railways, tramways, and eclectricity
supply, in order to mect the requirements
of the State, by local manufacture rather
than the purchase of imported goods, it would
be better to increase the number of men em-

-ployed by the State rather than go outside

for that which we require.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Ie this brought about
bv the increased tariff?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Partly,
but net wholly. Quotations were invited for
eight Qarratt engines for light ratlways, of
which type we are shorter than in respeet to

any other engine. The estimated cost az given’

by wmanufacturers in England was £13,350
for each engine put into trafie,. We found,
however, that we conld do the work locally
for less than £10,000 each, representing a
saving of nearly £4,000 per locomotive.

Hon. P. Collier: Did you get quotations
from the Eastern Statea?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They can-

* not do it any hetter than we can.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We can do it here
all right.

TTon. P. Collier: I merely wanted to com-
pare the prices.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
nervous about making toe many inquiries
along those lines, for sometimes things do mot
work out as we expect. On these eight loco-
motives we shall he able to effect a saving
to the system of approximately £30,000. All
that it is necessary to do is to purchase addi-

-tional machinery which will cost ua £20,000.

We ghall then have that machinery for no-
thing and still show a profit of £10,000 on
the transaction. Is it not better to do that
and stand all the eriticism that may be
offered, and employ the additional number of
men repregented in the workshops at Midiand
Juonetion? We have about 3,800 miles of
railway traffic to look after, and there are
about 2,000 sleepers per mile in our roads.

Han. P. Collier: The report says 3,500
sleepers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am tak-
ing in all the sidings, ete., which have to be
pleepered as well as 4he reads. The mileage
of traffic which has to be sleepered is 3,800
miles, and at 2,000 sleepers per mile it works
out at 7,600,000 sleepers. The average life
of n sleeper is 15 years, when the heavy as
well as the light traffie is taken into con-
sideration. Tf we keep our sleepers up to
standard we require about 500,000 sleepers
every year, We have a railway mill at Dwel-

lingup which, when in full operation, can turn

out 200,000 slgepers per annum. This leaves
a balance of 300,000 sleepers which we have to
get from some other source. The railway mill
can turn out slcepers at 77s. per load, which
is equal to 3s. per sleeper. This figure
includes working expenses, depreciation and
interest on the outlay upon the plant.” The
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quotation from the State Sawmills Tor
200,000 karri sleepers, not powellised, the
snpply commencing in February next, was
£5 10s. per load, and for powellised sleepers
£6 10s., as against the railway milla estimate
of £3 17a

Hon, 'W. C. Angwin:
ring?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know. If they are they will be squeezed.
The outside guotations range wp to £8 10s.
per load. The Kauri Timber Company at
Barrabup, put in & quotation of £1 per load
above cost, which they estimated at between
£5 10s. and £6 per load. In September, 1920,
after consultation with the Conservator of
Forests, the Commisgioner of Railways re-
duced his specification for sleepers, in the be-
lief that by so doing he would cause the
throwing open of certain bush and thus ef-
fect a reduction in the price of sleepers for
railway purpose. We made areas available
to the hewers and they started off by supply-
ing sleepers at 75s. & load. -It was not long
before they asked for an inerease to 85s.,
and they got it. The quantity of sleepers
they supply is not of material consequence,
being small when compared with the total
requirements of the servicee. We then wrote
to the Sawmillers’ Association, which refused
to supply except at open market rates. They
evidently followed the example of some of
our friends and demanded the world’s parity,
no matter whether the business would be of
benefit to the State or not. They said, *‘If
you will pay vs what we can get for sleepers
overseas, we will supply you.’’

Hon. P. Collier: They ought to have asked
more than world’s parity for local consump-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES. The De-
partment offered £53. 10s. per load. The
result was that we nmsked the Conservator
of Forests, when issuing his new per-
mits, to make provision that a certain per-
eentage of the sleepers taken from the area
should be made available to the Railway De-
partment at a price of £1 ahave the cost of
placing such sleepers on trucks at a point
nearest to the sleeper cutting operations.
Even under these conditions we shall have
difficulty in getting the sleepers under £5
10s. or £6 10s. a load. The Commissioner
has made a proposal that notwithstanding
that we are taking from our timber forests
quantities of sleepers and sending them over-
seas, we should establish another mill oper-
ated by the department at an approximate
capital eost of £100,000, s0 that we may be

Are they not in the

.able o do justice to the requirements of the .

railways. If we are asked to go on to the open
market and buy sleepers at possibly £8 10s.
per load, when we can produce them onr-
selves for 77s.. we ought to take npon our-
gelvea.the onus of doing se.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Would it not be bet-
ter to see if the State Sawmills have not
made a mistake?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
deal with that later.

We can
In 1907 the cost of
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sleepers per load for the railway system was
3ds., equal to 1s, 414d. per sleeper. The pre-
sent costs are 77s. per load or 3s. per sleeper.
We paid the hewers 83s. per load or 3s. 4d.
a sleeper, the State Sawmills 110s, per load
or 4s, 4d. (that is to say, if they get their
demands), for unpowellised karri sleepers,
and 130s. per load or 5s. ld. per powellised
sleeper. In these circumstances it is diffi-
cult to withold approval of the expenditure
upon a mill of an additicnal £100,000, and so
enable ng to get our supplies at a reasonable
rate. There is only one other methed which
we shall have to adopt, and that is impose
such freights on timber for export taken
over onr railway system that will make it
worth while for the sawmiller to supplv our
own requirements first at a reasonable figure.
I am pot keen on increasing railway freights,
but I do not see why we should starve whilst
others are able to live in affluence and praeti-
ally at our expense. The member for South
Fremantle has raised the question of the re-
arrangement of the staff. The hon. member
in getting replies to certain questions was
able to say that we have inereased our eleri-
eal and professional staff, when we should
have been reducing it, Sueh is not the Case.
In 1920 we had 55 professionzl men in the
branches affected, earrying a salary of
£19,606, a clerical staff of 353 ecarrying a
salary of  £12,516, inspectors of per-
manent ways and buildings, 231, carry-
ing a salary of £6,863, or 131 officers
aggregating £38,987 in  salaries. This
tvear, thanks to a  re-arrangement de-
centralising control in our railway system,
having men on the spot to see what is hap-
pening, we have 50 professional men—as
against 55 previously—carrying salaries of
£17,4%3, 35 eclericals and cadets earrying sal-
aries of £13,378, and 21 permanent way in-
spectors carrying salaries of £6,049; or a
total of 128 staff—aa against 131 previously
—carrying salavies of £37,829; or £1,158 less
than before, and with considerably better
supervision, thanks, as I say, to the system
of decentralisation. The total I have guoted,
moreover, inelodes all the automatie increases
to which the men were entitled under the
conditiong of their employment. Before pass-
ing from railway matters, let me say that
economy in them ean be carried to a point
where it becomes Qistressful to the general
community, Though there is a temporary de-
pression, yet if we have faith in this country
of ours, and are sincere in our desire to assist
production, surely we cannot take the view
that our traffic has fallen off permanently,
Therefore it is infinitely better to catry the
trained men in our service, whom we know
we shall require in a short while, than to dis-
miss them and before very Iong have to ap-
point untrained men in their stead. Thus,
while endeavouring to retrench we have tried
to avoid any retrenchment which would seri-
ously and permanently affeet men who mean
very much to our railway system as a whole.
Apain, we consider it desirable that the rail-
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ways should use our loeal products—for in-
stance, our native coal. We are using as
nearly as possible 100 per cent. of Collie toal
on our railway system. I consider it is a
good practice. But now I am told that by
using all Neweastle coal in our northern dis-
triet, we could save £12,528 per annum fo
our railway finances. I am quite satisfied the
member for Collie (Mr. wWilson) will not con-
test those figures, But the point I have to
consider is whether it is desirable that we
should import that coal, thus employing
miners in Newcastle and putting our own
men in Collie out of employment. The Com-
missioner of Railways from his point of view
is, of course, entitled to say to me, ‘“*You
must carry the difference in cost, and uot
ask me to bear that burden.’’

Hon. W, C, Angwin: But the Commis-
sioner did not take that stand during the
war.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member does not follow my argument. 1 am
drawing no eomparison between the valuc of
one coal and the value of another. But when
economy is talked, we should realise whither
it may sometimes lead us. The few thous-
ands of pounds saved to the railway system
by the use of Newcastle coal as suggested,
would mean a loss to the whole community,
and particularly to the men employed in the
(oilie coal mines. Again,some lines operat-
ing in this State to-day are not by any means
paying. There are two of them I desire to
mention particularly. First there is the
Mt, Magnet-Sandstone line of 93 miles, the
loss on which since the ineeption totals £50,-
765. Then there is the Bullfinch line, of 20
miles, the loss on which since its inception
now totals £14807. A return for the six
months ended on the 30th June last shows
that the tomnage of goods carried over the
Sandstone line of 93 miles, or over any part
of it, was £1,007, while the gross earnings
amounted to £1,400. .. Passengers booked
numbered 37, and pasenger earhings totalled
£18, for those six months, while the average
load of the train, the tare train and the
goods and passengers, was 115 toms,

Mr, A, Thomson: You should pull that
line up.

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: Of that
115 toms train load, 83 tons was tare, and
32 tons contents. That “applies to each train
travelling along that line during those six
months, As regards the Builfineh line of 22
miles, for the six months ended on the 30th
June last, the tonnage of goods carried was
40, and the freight earnings £250, the pas-
sengers hooked numbered 250, and the pas-
senger carnings totalled £30. The average
load of the Bullfinch train was 76 tons, of
which 55 tous was made up in weight of
carringes and trucks, anid 21 tons of contents.
What I want to come at is this: Any man
operating this State as 2 huge business con-
ecere would look around to see whether there
was any other means by which he could serve
the needs of those two communities, thus
setting free the rails to be laid down in some
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district where a line would prove payable.
"I am convinced that no person whatever be-
tween Sandstone and JMt. Magnet would suf-
fer in the slightest degree if we took up the
rails of that line, made a road bed, and oper-
ated the railway line as a road with a trans-
port system. The result would be a better
and cheaper system of transport from every
point of view, and the sctting free of 43
miles of rails to be laid down in a distriet
where a line would pay. The same considera-
tions apply in the case of the Bullfinch line.
In recent years road transport has made sueh
progress that it ean compete even with
railway operation. Where one has a good
road bed ‘already in the form of a railway
‘track, no great harm can result from
pulling up the rails and substituting motor
transport. '

Mr. A, Thomson: Why do you not adopt
that system?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
eonsidering things, We cannot do this in a
hurry. Parliament has to agree to if. These
lines were built by Aet of Parliament, and
i’ the rails are to be taken up, it will have to
be done by Act of Parliament. Let me take
‘another case. Some years ago we duplicated
the 24 miles of line between Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie. It has been soggested that we
should take up one of these sets of rails,
because the other set cam, without any ques-
tion whatever, do all the work. But there-
upon the Mayor of Kalgoeorlie, no less a per-
son, one who probably shrieks for the exer-
_cise of cconomy, eomes along and suggests
that from sentimental considerations, and
from a regard for the moral effect the pull-
ing up of one set of rails would have on the
mining community, we should leave those
two lines down. If we are going to
pay vegard to sentiment under -existing
conditions, we are going to land ourselves in
serious diffienlties before very long.

Mr, Angelo: The sentiment in question
has not many roofs to live under up there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mis-
understanding hay been created by men hold-
ing high public positions.

Hon. P. Collier: And by the members for
the distriet; T do not.vefer to the present
members.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The pre-
sent member for Kalgoorlie might easily have
heen led into error when the mayor and the
councillors and other public men were crying
from the housetops against the Government’s
proposal. The member for the distriet might
easily have come in with the wash,

Hon. P. Collier: Or gone out with the
wash, i ) -

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member has already shown his courage by
refusing to join the agitation.

Ar. Boyland: T want some of those rails
for Esperance.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I want to
emphasise the fact that to-day in this State
we are carrying on business in no small mea-
sure merely on grounds of sentiment. Some-
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body feels that from a sentimental point of
view, from regard for the moral effect, it is
not advisable to do thiz, that, or the other.
But we cannot consider business questions
from sueh aspeets. I ask hon. members to
bear in mind that while it is easy to curry
favour with an eleetorate to-day, by affecting
conformity witly the wishes of the electorate,
it is not possible to retain the favour of the
whole of the State permancntly by allowing
the interests of the State to be aubordinated
to moral effect, by disregarding the general
welfare of the community, whieh is the essen-
tial thing under existing eonditions, In pass-
ing let me mention the motor trains as
to whiech the member for Claremont {Mr.
J. Thomson) was so concerned. Those cars
will be arriving at the beginning of next
year. The hon, member ecame along to me
with a catalogue showing the magnificent
motor trains being operated in various parts
of the world—four of these traina were thus
shown, and the fourth was pictured as oper-
ating here in Western Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: Are these English or
Ameriean cars?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: English,
I think. In ordering them we had to bear in
mind that we must not take something that
might break down and block the line. The
ears have been built to our own specifications,
so that, if the motor itself does not operate,
we ean make the ear z part of our actnal
train system.

Hon. P. Collier: I would try one or two
before T pot many of them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
only ordered three as yet. We are not in a
hurry.

Mr. Underwood: You have heen
hurry as regards the Marble Bar line.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I ecan as-
sure the hon. member that I am never in a
hurry to get to any bar. As the tramways
are connected to some degree with the rail-
ways, let me say one or two things regarding
tramway extension. It seems to me that some
members have a poor conception of what is
due to the community from the Minister, and
from Parliament to the eommunity. In 1912
we deliberately took over from a private com-
pany the operation of the tramway system-
in the metrepolitan area. During the whole
of that period the Government have been
operating those trams, supposedly in the in-
terests of the eommunity of the metropolitan
area. Now I want te ask hon. members, ir-
respective of what interest they represent in
this Chamber—and I myself occupy a some-

in no

_what invidious position in that regard—

whether the Government, having taken over
that tramway system, are entitled to turn
round and tell the community from whom
they took the trams, ‘“ Well, we have got the
trams, and you have got to do withont any
extensions or additional conveniences, beeause
at the moment it doez not suit us to furnish
them.’’

Mr. A. Thomson: That principle is ap-
plied to the country districts,
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; that
principle is not applied to the country dis-
tricts.

Hon. P. Collier: It never has been.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member should kmow; that is, if he knows
anything at all

Hon. P. Collier: Which is dounbtful.

The MINISTER FOR MINER: I do not
quite accuse the member for Katanning (Mr.
A. Thomson) in that way.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: He is crushed at any
rate.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
not had any tramways under construction
for a year or so.

Mr. Jobnston: Nor railways.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On the
contrary, we have increased our railways
uantil we have one mile of railway for every
93 of the population,

Mr. Johnston: The capitalisation has in-
creased.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course
it has increased, because we have had to re-
lay some of the lines and have increased the
number of carriages and so on, which means
that the capitalisation has had to be in-
creagsed to that extent. While this has
operated, there has been a great increase in
population in the metropolitan area, and
gome 50,000 extra people reside in the metro-
politan area compared with the -earlier
period. What do hon. members want? Do
they want to see the working man who is
living in the metropolitan area deprived of
any means of communication; do they want
to see himm erowded into dwellings in the
city or else walking long distances to
get to his work? This sort of thing
cannot go on. I know there are many
wortkmen who bave to walk very long
distances to work and labour all day at their
toil, only to walk long distances back at
night.

Hon. P. Collier: They have to do the walk
morning and evening.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
yet when people in certain localities say, ‘‘If
you give us the faeilities, we will shoulder
the cost of the work,’’ ¢an we withhold those
facilitiea?

Mr. Johnston:
Perth.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They said
that in every place where they asked for
these facilities.

M:. Underwood: Do you take their word?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, I am
too cautious for that, This is what T am
prepared to do. I am prepared to come
down to the House with a proposal that
where local aunthorities, acting'for the people
of their district, are prepared to tax those
people to raise the necessary amount to cover
interest and sinking fund oni the construc-

They said that at South
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tion of a line, the line should be authorised;
but not otherwise, -

Mr. Clydesdale: They are prepared to do
that at South Perth,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hen.
member need not assure me of that fact.
The people of South Perth have given me
that undertaking in writing long since. We
want to give these people the faeilities be-
cause¢ they are prepared to help themselves
and because, if hon members do not want
the working man to get cheap land and secure
a cheap home, he will demand higher wages.

Capt. Carter: A littlc while ago you were
talking about decentralisation and now you
are referring:

Mr. SFEAKER: Order, order! .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Docs the
rniember for Leederville (Capt. Carter) say
it is not decentralisation if we send this line
through South Perth to Como and open up
more land clese to the city where the work-
ers can get homes instead of living in a
crowded. conditior in the city? Does he
want all these men to settle in Hay-street,
crowding three or four families in one houset
T want to send them across the river, where
they can get fresh air. It is coming to this.
point, that we cannot get the members of
this Chamber to distinguish between central-
isation and sending men away from the city
to live in the suburbs where they can live
under far better conditiona.

Mr. A, Thomson: Is there any vacant land
along the railway line between Midland
Junction and the city?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, any
amount.

Mr. A, Thomson: Any amguntf

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, cer-
tainly.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. Mann: This proposal is to endeavour
to provide the working man with cheaper
homes.

Mr, Pickering: It will not be cheaper.

Mr. Mann: Yes, it will be.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Although
I am representing a country coenstituency I
hope I shall never get so narrow in my views
as to decline to deal fairly with the interests
of all sections, although it may not suit the
liking of some of the residents in my con-
stituency. If the members on the ecross
benches are ever powerful emough to ocecupy
the whole of the Treasury bench, do they
suggest that they would turn down every-
thing cxzcept that whick suits the intcrests
of the men in the country areas?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is what we nare
afraid of.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: You need
not be afraid of that.

Hon. P. Collier: They will never get there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We know
what was said when the Labour Government
came into power, and we know what the re- |
suit waa.

Capt. Carter: Will you always consider
the economical point of view?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member cannot see that I have to eonsider
the general position. I could be a jolly
good fellow in the country districts if I stood
out against tramway extensions in the metro-
pelitan area, notwithstanding that I know
that two or three families are residing in
one house, notwithstanding the exorbitant
prices charged for land within reasonable
distances of the tramways and railways,
and notwitbstanding other considerations as
well. I could make myself a jolly good
fellow if I adopted that attitude. I have
to remcmber, however, that I have a trust,
and while I am in charge of the railways and
tramways of the State I am going to judge
matters according to the welfare of the gen-
eral eommunity, and from the interests of the
people the facilities are to serve.

Capt. Carter: Will you let the House judge
in this particular instance?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If T did
so, the hon, member would fird they would
judge in & way that he 2id not anticipate.
They would realise that it was in the inter-
ests of decentralisation.

Capt. Carter: Will you let hon. members
decide?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
never heard anything so ridiculous as the
attitude adopted by the member for Leeder-
ville. He is eomplaining of the extension of
tramways to one section of the metropolitan
area and at the same time is advocating the
duplieation of some of the termini. He
objects to conveniences being given to people
who are without them, and af the same time
asks that the conveniences enjoyed by people
in another part should be doubled.

Mr. Clydesdale: Oh, but that was for
Leederville.

Capt. Carter: That is a misstatement of the
facts.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we had
a single line of railway serving some settlers
it would be just as reasonable to advocate
douvbling that line by giving them two rail-
ways, notwithstanding that there were other
settlers who wanted a line, but were without
any such faeilities. There is no member sit-
ting on the cross benches who wounld not say
that it was a ridiculous proposition, and yet
when the member for Leederville objects to
an extension to South Perth and Como, he
claims at the game time that lines already laid
down in other parts of the metropolitan area
should be duplicated.

Capt. Carter: That is mot the point.

Hon. P. Collier: That is 2 national view_

-of the position.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am say-
ing that that is the attitude adopted by the
hon., member.

Capt. Carter: That is not se.
read ‘‘Hansard.’!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member eannoft get me reading ‘‘Hansard.’’
I have heard a lot about the subject without
having to read about it.

You should
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Mr. Johnston: There are not many settlers
along thai route.

Th MINISTER FOR MINES®: Now the
hon. member is honest. The member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) says there -
arg not many settlers where the trams are
to go.

Mr. Johnston; There are not many settlers
to the mile along that route.

Mr. Corboy: The line is to give them an
opportunity of settling there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, we
ar¢ going to provide the working man with
that opportunity. To-day there are two or
three families residing in ome premises and
they should get out into the open air, and
therefore these facilities should be given. We
are giving the facilities which the hon. mem-
ber himself advoeated a few years ago. In
view of the fact that these people are pre-
pared to take the full financial responsibility,
we have no right to refuse them those facili-
ties. If the hon. members sitting opposite
adopted the same attitude with regard %o
railways, where would we get tof

Mr. Pickering: We have been trying to
get a railway for years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is .
no one down there who is prepared to carry
the responsibility for the cost of runring
their railway.

Mr. Pickering: Is there anyone in any
other part of the State who is prepared to
do that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There are
some who are asking for other railways.

Hon. P. Collier: There are only about five
settlers on the railway the memhber for Sus-
sex refers to.

Mr. Lambert: Will money be—

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! The member for
Coolgardie must get back to his own seat.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Or gef
out. I emphasise this fact that whether
members are aware of it or not, provision
was made on the last Loan Bill for this
work,

Mr. Johnston: It was never mentioned.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Since I
first joined this House in 1904, I have never
beard so many complaints from members in
this Chamber of being misled. There i8 no
foundation whatever for the suggestion that
they have been misled in this instance,

Mr, Johnston: There is foundation in this
instanee.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
none.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There wag mention .of
it in the last Loan Bill

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
here the Loan Bill passed by this Chamber.
Does the member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Johnston) admit that he never looked at the
schedule to the Loan Bill,

Hon. P. Collier: That is quite possible.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Does the
hon. member admit that he was so unin-
terested in it?
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My. Johnston: There is no reference to
Victoria Park or South Perth there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
~no mention of all the details as to rontes.

My. Johnston: There iy no mention of this
route.

Mr. SPEAKER. Hon. members must keep
order. This fire of interjections must cease.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As a mat-
ter of fact, the hon. member does not object
to the tramway extension according to his
latest interjections, but he is objecting to
the route,

My, Johnston: T object to any route.

The MINISTER FPOR MINES: The hon.
membier says that it was not mentioned. The
schedule to the Toan Bill of 1920 contains
the foliowing—'‘Ttem 10. Tramways, Perth
electric and extensions, including rails and
fastenings, and rolling stock, £100,000.°*

Mr. Johnston: There was no schedule shew-
ing what it was for.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
from the schednle. Does the hon. member
admit he did not take sufficient interest in
the items and that he did not take sufficient
interest in the finanvial position as affected
by an item dealing with £100,000.

My. Johnston: That is incorrect.
not say rolling stock.

AMr. SPEAKER: Order, order!

- Mr. Johnston: That is so, Mr. Speaker,
but the Minister is misrepresenting me,

Mr., SPEAKER: {f the hon. member does
not cease his interjections, T will name him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is not right, as this is the Bill which
dealt with the matter, and the schedule is the
one I have read. There is no explanation
apart from that. .

Ar. Johnston: That is not an explanation,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T cannot
continue in this way. I waa dealing with

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! These interjec-
tions must cease,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Esti-
mates of cxpenditure from Loan funds as

Tt did

presented to this  Chamber alse dealt
with the matter in item 27, f‘Tram-
ways, Perth eleetrie and  extensions,

£87,00H1.'" That is clear enough.

Mr. Johnston: The Comeo route iz not men-
tioned.

The MINISTER POR MINES: I gave an
explanation regarding the Government’s pro-
gramme, and indicated that it would have to
be earried out over a conaiderable period.
The Commissioner's Annual Report last year
contained the following paragraph regarding
extengions of the tramway system:—

A comvlete scheme ‘of tramway exten-
sions, providing for the requirements of the
city amd suburban area, covering both im-
wediate and future needs, with estimates
of the costs of the individual works, has
bren prepared. The extension of the tram-
way system, involving as it does the ex-
penditure of a considerable sum of money,
i= n question of policy to be determined
hy the Government. The proposals drawn
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up by the Department have accordingly been
submitted for econsideration, The pro-
gramme submitted will take a conmsiderable
time to complete, and it will be necessary
to spread the expenditure, so that a defined
amount will be authorised to be spent each
finaneial vear, until the works are eom-
pleted. Owing to the heavy outlay involved,
the question of how far the proposals ean
be proceeded with will be governed by the
extent of the financial provision which can
be made at the present time.

Mr, Money: Were these proposals ever eon-
gidered by Parliament?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Surely the
member for Bunbury knows very well that
the Bill and the schedule to the Bill is pre-
sented to Parliament, and the explanation is
given to members in the House. It is the
nsual eourse for members if they do not agree
with any extensions suggested by the De-
partment to strike out the item when it is
before them, If members bave read the Com-
missioner’s report, they will have seen the
references there regarding the demands which
are made through the Toeal governing author-
ities foi tramway extensions. I also made a
statement regarding the same matter throngh
the Press and stated therein that T was hav-
ing a scheme prepared to catch up the lee-
way; that when the scheme was completed,
I would determine the order in which the
extensions were to be taken in hand; that the
work would have to be spread over a number
of years and that the secheme would be con-
tinued until we had eaught up the arrears.
These are some of the details which are mat-
ters of common knowledge seeing that the
Press published them.

Mr, Johnston: As a constitutionalist, why
not let the House decide upon the expendi-
ture?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member’s coastitution is not teo sound to-
night.

Mr, Johnston: My judgment is all right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member has adopted this attitude at the
eleventh hour because we have struck finan-
cial difficulties,

Mr. Johuston: We never knew of this route;
it wus vever mentioned.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: NXow the
kon. member indicates that he only takes ex-
ception to the route.

Capt. Carter: Ts not the financial position
a potent factor?

The MINISTER FOR MINES. If the hon.
member tells us it is so, T suppose it is.

Capt, Carter: T do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is generally most brilliant upon snb-
jects he knows nothing about.

Capt. Carter: The Minister has a monapoly
of all knowledge.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T accept
the hon, member’s assurance. I know that a
little while ago members were in favour of
tramway extensions but now the member for
Leederville (Capt Carter) wants to qualify
his attitude because he objects to one of the
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tramway extensions, Of course it would be
very nice to make of me a sort of Aunt Sally,
bot I am net taking it

Capt. Carter; Well, get the justification of
the House for your action.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have it

Capt. Carter: You have not. Ask the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle, who voted for
it, and he will tell you that he thought he
was voting for rolling stock only.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I never said anything
of the kind.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: L am not
going to be eriticised by my friends on the
cross-benches as though I had committed an
mnpardonable sin, when as a matter of taet
I was not in the House at the time.

Hon. P. Collier: When the wmotion was
moved, the member for Williams-Narrogin did
not speak to it.

Mr. Johnston interjected.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: Now, of
course, it iy good business to make an Aunt
Sally of me. But I object.

Mr. Johnston: T thought then as I do now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then there
is no echange. Still, we ought to be honest
in our attitude.

Capt. Carter;: Why talk about honesty of
attitude?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well, the
hon. member is objecting, not to the prin-
eiple, but to the route.

Capt, Carter: I made my attitude quite
elear the other night.

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: Appar-
ently it was that those who already have eon-
veniences shall get more, while those who
have none must be content without any.

Mr. Money: When the House passed it
was it intended to expend the vote that way?

Hon, P. Collier: Possibly it was. The Min-
ister made it elear that the scheme was to
cover the whole of the suburbs.

The MINISTER FOR AMINES: I said a
scheme was being prepared and that I would
accept the advice of my ofticials. ~As it has
proved, they gave precedence to South Ferth
over Belmont or Mount Lawley or Clare-
mont. As o matter of fact we are so far in
arrears with our extensions that we cannot
get them into proper perspective. We have
to begin somewhere, and I have accepted the
advice of those who ought to be able to ad-
vise me.

AMr. Clydesdale: You are beginning in the

right place, anyhow,
- The MTNTSTER FOR MINES: Personally
I do not know whether it is the right place;
I have taken the adviee of my officials, which
eertainly is the right thing to do.

Mr. J. Thomson: If you had gone to Clare-
mont, it would have been all right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member will get there before me. The min-
ing industry has probably suffered more from
the difficulties pervading the finaneial world
than has any other industry in the State or
elsewhere. The function of the gold mining
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industry is to establish a monetary standard.
What with the war and the general upset of
the finaneial conditions throughout the world,
it lost that fuonction. HSome countries at-
tempted to continue the standard by Acts of
Parliament. The United States of America
made pravision that gold should not be sold
above the standard price. Even in Australia,
with a disregard of the world’s parity the
gold miner had to go on producing his com-
modity at the same old figure. Bo serious
did the position become in America that a
demand was made for action on the part
of the Government. They introduced what was
known as the McFadden Gold Bill, It re-
presented the ideas of those who thought they
could get out of the difficulty and maintain
the purchasing power of the ddllar by pro-
viding that the mint should purchase all gold
and pay the companies for all gold produeed,
on the hagsis of the world’s value for gold re-
quired for the arts; still maintaining ths
monetary standard, but making those using
gold for other purposes pay the full market
value. I do not know whether that Bill was
passed. The price of gold, unlike that of
most other commodities, is fixed by law.
Here it is fixed by the valuc of the sovereign.
Althongh the purchasing power of the sover-
eign depreciated, the man who produced the
gold had fo accept the standard price of £3
175, 10144, per ounce. For a long period dur-
ing the war, while everybedy else was claim-
ing the fluetuating market values, the gold
producer had to struggle along in the face
of greatly incrensed costs, The other dav I
asked for some information in regard to the
operation of the Golil Producers’ Association,
an association formed by arrangement with
the Commonwealth Government. They formed
themselves into a company, the objeet being
to provide at standard price so much of the
gold produced in Awstralin as was neeessary
for what might be termed local econsumption,
and export the rest at the highest price they
could get in the world’s market.

Mr. Underwood: How was the goll pro-
ducer paid? .

The MINISTER TFOR MINES:
modities, .

AMr, Underwood: He could not be paid in
gold.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Xo, but
hisa gold value remained the same, while the
commodities with whiech he was paid in-
creased in valne, That was the difference.

Mr. Underwood: It was mere exchange.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
if. he previously paid ls, for a pound of.hut-
ter and at a later date found that his shilling
would purehase only “4db. of hutter

Mr. Underwood: He counld not sell an
ounce of gold for £5 if it was worth only £4,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, but
what previously he could get for £4 he after-
wards bhad to pay £5 for. That was the posi-
tion.

Mr. Underwood: It was mere exchange,

The MINISTER FOR MITNES: Tt was
not mere exchange, but it was against the

Tnh eom-




500

interests of the gold producer. Between 1915
and 1919 the Gold Producers Associntion sold
gold to the following values:—1915, five
millions, 1916 four and a half million; in
1917, £4,121,000; in 1918, £3,723,000; in
1919, £3,118,000. The mint value of the gold
gold in 1919 was £3,011,423, the amount re-
alised by sale was £3,710,845, and the amount
of premium was £699,422,

Hon. P. Collier: That is for Australia
as a whole,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. there
was distributed to the produeers £627,370
of which Western Australia received £436,-
536.

Mr. Underwood: They got credit for it.
They could not be paid in gold.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was
exactly the same, The average rate of pre-
miom was 19s. 8d, per fine ounce produced
over the whole. PBut they maintained the
home consumption price. What they really
did was to form a gold pool and by volun-
tary arrangement the producer sold all his
gold throungh the Gold Producers’ Associa-
tion. But Australia and the Empire said,
*‘In order to meet our needs, that which we
require from the pool for our own use we
will take at standard value, and you may
sell the balance at the world’s market
value.”” If the gold producer had been like
the wheat producer, instead of putting his
gold into the pool he would have said to the
consumer, ‘* You pay me in goods the market
valee of that ounce of gold.’’ If that had
happened the gold industry would not have
been stifled to-day, but would have been
flourishing, which from the point of view of
the induvstry itself would have been very
satisfactory, but from the point of view of
the community at large woukl have been
most unsatisfactory, beeause it would have
disturbed ounr balance of trade. It shows
what was done during a time of stress by
the gold producers. They allowed so much
gold as was neeessary for home consumption
to be taken at pre-war or mint values, not-
withstanding the tremendous burden they had
to carry. The member for Claremont {Mr,
J. Thomson) the other night made a state-
ment which he must have studied for weeks,
perhaps months, Explaining that he did not
wish to be misunderstood, he said he had
written out this particular statement, that
he wanted the House to grasp it and the
Press to get it in full. Then he read this:—

The present Government have done more
to retard the gold mining industry than
have any other Grovernment sin¢e the Col-
gardie discovery.

Mr. J. Thomson: And it is quite correet.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: It was
the most incorrect statement ever heard in
this Chamber. But the astonishing thing
about it was that the hon. wmember, not im-
agining that anybody would doubt his ver-
acity or sugpest that he Qid not know what
he was talking about, made the bald satate-
ment and then closed vp like a book.
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Hon. P. Collier:
subjects, That is so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, ap-
parently nobody could doult his words;
there was no need to explain. Of course he
eomes from Claremont, where there is a large
population and among them many oid and in-
firm, not to say worn-out, in the Old Men’s
Home, while others in another institution
down there unfortunately are “just a little
erratic in their ideas. It was not to be
thought that the hon. member could possibly
be astray. He was not to be thwarted. He
was content with the bald statement. It waa
not necessary that he should foilow it up by
explaining in what way the Government had
retarded the industry.

Hon. P. Collier: He thought it was so
very obvious to everybody.

The MINISTER FOR' MINES: Appar-
ently ha did. Let me tell the hon. member
that unless the Government had come to the
assistance of the gold mining industry—for
which I personally take not the slightest
credit—the industry would have soffered to
an extent which would have resulted in tre-
mendons injury to all other industries.

Mr. Underwood: You were pretty slow in
getting the cyanide going.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
go, but we got it.

Mr. J. Thomson: What have the Govern-
ment done for the gold mining induatry?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will try
to tell the hon. member. Probably it will
astonish him. I will tell him what the Gov-
ernment have done for the industry, ard 1
will give him proof of it, becanse my ver-
acity cannot compare with that of the hon,
member, T have written it down, so as not
to be trusting to memory. I doubt whether,
after all, the hon. member actually wrote
down his statement; I think it was put. up
to him by somebody in his electorate,
Everybody says we have not done more than
scrateh the surface of the mineral rescurces
of this State. Therefore, we should give
every encdouragement.to the prospector and
this we have attempted to do.

Mr. J. Thomson: You have not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Before I
took office the most the Government did for
the prospector was to provide him with a
limited outfit. When I took offiee we de-
cided to provide not only the outfit but also
a weekly sustenance.

Hon, P. Collier: I did that on oeccasions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In a few
cases, yes; but it was not a definitely estab-
lished policy until I took offiec.

Mr. Underwood: It was a had poliey, any-

And passed on to other

Perhaps

how.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: After
that interjection, T am thoroughly satisfied
that T did the right thing, Knowing that
the hon. member differs from me, I am con-
vinced that T must be right. In addition to
providing the outfit and snstenance, we told
the prospectors that in the event of their
making a diseovery we did not want them to
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have to use political influence but would.

provide a board composed of men having no
other interest than that of assisting the in-
dustry whom they could approach, and sub-
ject to the board’s approval, the Government
would come along with cash and equipment.
We have done this to a greater extent than was
ever done before in the history of the State.

Mr. J. Thomson: And what have we got?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
pot quite a lot as T shall demonstrate to the
hon, member, But first of all, I wish teo
point out how our finds are being decried in-
stead of supported by people within the
State. I have never come across such a
eroaking lot of prople as we have in West-
ern Amnstralia. Whenever a new proposition
i3 brought under notice, somebody comes for-
ward and says it must be a failure, Even
ounr geologists fell us that it eamnot be here
or there, Everyone cries stinking fish before
he thinks of doing anything else. Then it
is not long before the public men follow the
hue and cry and a doleful and depressing
ntmosphere i3 created all over the State.
One does pot hear the same rotten things
said outside of Western Australia as one
heara in Western Australin. Let us consider
for a moment the settlers at Kendenup.
Where did the people responsible for Een-
denup get their encouragement? Was it in
Western Australia? No. They had to go
East. AIl they could get here was an in-
timation that Kendenup could not possibly
be a success. Yet some of the people who
ware decrying Kenderup have besn con-
demning me because I did not urge the Gov-
ernment to purchase the estate. The mem-
ber for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson) talks
about discouraging the mining industry, and
then he asks, ‘* What-have we got from it%"’
We hive mot got even an expression of ap-
preeiation from the hon. member.

Mr. J. Thomson: It wonld have been
botter if you had eried stinking fish in re-
gard to Hampton Plains,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T never
boom and I npever cry stinking fish. I let
a new discovery stand on its own hottom.
[ do say, however, that therc arc other
finds, such as Mt. Monger and St. Ives,
which, had they received Eastern encourage-
ment, instead of getting into the hands of
merely a lot of hanping-on investors, might
have been producing gold in fair quantities
to-day. Y have not received very much sup-
port over the attitude adopted by the Gov-
erument in  this conncetion. Though the
member for Claremont talks abeut vs dam-
aging the miping industry, 1 ecan tell him
that the greatest setback the industry has
suffered has been at the hands of those in-
vestors who have let these propositious loose
on the publie here and elsewhere.

Mr. J. Thomson: You supported them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is what I am not permitted to call
him, Dealing with the discoverer of Ives’
Reward, fves had been tramping this coun-
try as.a prospector for 15 or 18 years, backed
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up by a few citizens of Perth. He made this
discovery. Unlike the provisions which gov-
ern the discovery of oil, Ives had fo put in
his pegs quick and lively. He had nothing
and the same applied to those at the back
of him. The proposition was submitied to a
gentleman with an option of purchase for
£10,000 cash, the payment of tbhe Federal
tax, and a 10 per cent, interest in shares.
That was passed on to another who got o
little out of it; it was passed on to another
who got a little more, and paszed on to a
company until finally faith was kept with
the prospector by giving him 25000 shares
as his one-tenth interest in a company of
250,000 shares. Ives, or his widow, received
£1,000 and the crooks who got on to
Ives’ TReward and called themselves pro-
moters got something like £6,000, and they
have a fair chance of getting the mine and
cutting the widow ount of the one-tenth in-
terest through the company mnot fulfilling
their obligations. These are the wmen who are
damaging the indusiry, and yet the member
for Claremont does not know it.

Mr. J. Thomson: Did not you send a cable?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, to
try to stop this ramp. If these men in Weat-
ern Australia ara able to make a million ocut
of a show, I do not mind so long as they are
feir and just in their dealings, but these
men are only damaging the mining industry.
They come along and impose such conditions
as rob the prospector and rob the subserib-
ing public on whom the industry has to de-
pend for the future.

Mr. J. Thomson: You do not blame me
for that.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: Why gid
not the hon. member raise his voice in publie
against that sort of thing¥

Mr. J. Thomson: 1 did.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then the
hon. member’s voice must have been having
an interview with his feet; he must have
kept it pretty low. I would like to ask
members whether they are prepared to take
up this attitude: Suppose we stepped in be-
tween this Ives prospector and the subserib-
ing public il order to protect them, would
members agree to itf? Membera of this
House would say it was an unfair interfer-
epee with the freedom of contract,

Mr, J. Thomson: They would all support you.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am de-
lighted to hear it. The pesition is pretty
serions.  Part of the purchase price of that
mine discovered by Ives was not only .the
cash but the one-tenth interest. -

Mr. J. Thomsen: Why did not you step in?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I put up a
regulation the like of which had uever pre-
viously been proposed in order to stop this
ramp.

Mr. Underwood: What is the resulty Ives
still loses. :

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is
what the industry is snffering from to-day.
T desire to proteet the industry from the men
who are putting wvp these ramps and T do
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not eare whether those men occupy influential
positions or not. Under existing cornditicns
I do not like to boast of increased expendi-
ture, but this has been the case under the
Mining Development Act. One might be
persnaded that it was inadvisable to give sup-
port to the development of mines becanse of
the shortage of money during the last two
years, Some years ago, however, we came to
the aidl of the settler who threugh drougnt
had lost his erops. We assisted him, although
money at that time was not too plentiful.
So we came to the assistance of the prospector
also, and in this connection we have expended
more in the last two years than was expended
in the previous geven years. We have done
quite a lot for the mining industry. ~

Mr. Underwood: It was vot wisely spent.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But for
the aid given by the Government to the

people at St. Ives, Mt. Monger and
in other directions, those places would
probably have been closed down. At
Mount Monger we have a  10-head

battery, five of them operating and five
to be ready in the course of a week or
two, on mines which will produce a good deal
of gold. At St. Ives a State battery will be
operating in the course of a few weeks.
These were cases in which the Government
took no notice of the cry of stinking fish,
but went to the asgistance of the industry. If
we were not prepared to do that, we would
not be it to remain in office; it would he
time for us to get out and let someone else
come in. T could ocecupy at least amother
half hour in explaining-te members what we
have done to encourage mining operations.
The member for Claremont is of opinion that
we have not done all we might have done
with regard to taxation. I do not think that
the House understood what was happening
when the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Act was passed. Fortunately for me, T am
completely innoeent in this conmeetion becanse
I was not in the House when the Act was
passed. I venture to say, however, that there
is net a single member of the House who was
aware how that. Aet would operate
with regard to the mining ‘industry, or
whoe understands now how it ecame to
be proviled in a Land and Tucome
Tax Assessment Act that a tax should
he imposed upon the sale of mining
property as if it were income derived during
the year. I do not think that even the Min-
ister who introduced the Biil realised that it
would operate in this way. Yet this is what
has happened. The Government have decided
to repeal that provision of the Ac¢t becaunse
it is an unjust and an unfair imposition, in-
equitable in its ineidence. It is of such a
nature that I doubt whether, under our Con-
gtitution, we were really eptitled to impose
it.

Mr. Lambert: If you make the repeal re-
trospective, you will meet the Seoteh instinets
of the member for Claremont,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
wish members to confuse the question of tax-
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ation on mining with the proposal of the
Primary Producers’ Asseciation that, for the
purpose of calculating income, a producer
should be permitted to take the average over
a number of years. There is no comparison
between the two. The sale of a mining pro-
perty represents the sale of an asset, just the
same as the sale of a house. If a man sells
a mine for e¢ash or for bonds he is merely
turning his asset from one form to another,
namely, from a lease document to a bond.
Suppose there are two leases: one worth
£10,000 is disposed of for that amount of
money to a firm, company or individual. The
geller, under the existing law, is immediately
taxed as having received an income of
£10,000 during the year in which the sale took
place. Suppose the owner of the other lease
retaing his interest, which in that lease pro-
duces for him some 5% per cent. on the
£10,000. Al that this man pays by way of
tax is on the income from the £10,000, where-
as the other man is asked to pay tax on the
full asset of £10,000 instead of on 3 per cent.
of his bonds. It will be seen that this pro-
vigion is inequitable and quite against all
ideag of British justice. The Government, on
digcovering how unfairly the provision was
operating, immediately indicated their inten-
tion of repealing that section. The Premier
in his policy speech at Northam took the
earliest opportunity te declare that he would
ask Parliament to repeal the provision which
imposed such an inequitable form of taxation.
More than this it was impossible to do, but
I may mention that the Federal Government
appointed a Royal Commission to deal with
the question of taxation as it affected the
whole community in Australia, and the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia gave to that
body a commission to ‘inquire at the same
time and advise us on the question of taxa-
tion here. We have done our best in this
direction as well. I now wish to refer to the
question regarding which the member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr. Boyland) and other representa-
tives of goldfields districts are so much con-
cerned, namely, miners’ complaint, which is
affecting our men so seriously. We are not
going to solve this problem by merely doling
out charity, and, further, the providing of
charity does not represent a very satisfactory
effort. We practically say to a man, ‘“We
see you are going to your grave; all we pro-
pose¢ to do for you until sueh time as you
can no longer work is,-while permitting you
to hang on, to dole out a little charity to
you.’’ T believe we can deal with this matter
much more effectively by taking the men out
of the mines before they become human dere-
licta. Surely we can say to these men ‘*You
have had cnough,’’ Members reprerenting
goldfields constituencies can support me when
I say that every year gince I have been sitting
in this Chamber men have come along and
have told me, ‘‘Twelve months apo I little
dreameld that T wounld bhe a wreek to-day;
I coul? do a day’s work as well as any
man, I will not go to & doctor now: [ am
right ont.”” If we had a system of effective
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inspection, them when a man showed the
first symptoms of the disease, we could tell
him to come out of the mines, we to under-
take to find employment suitable to his
physical condition and swch as would give
him an opportunity to throw off the disease.
A system such as this would not only benefit
the Government but would be in the interests
of the community, because the men to whom
we would have to dole out charity would be
provided with employment which wounid en-
able them to go on producing wealth instead
of absorbing or consuming it, We have to
set ourselves to that task.

Mr. Boyland: Why don’t you bring in a
Bill?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: First of
all we have to get the public to appreciate
the value of a propesal. I fear that the
miners themselves do not always realise its
value. They want their frecdom; they want
to be able to come and go as they please. 1
do not think that if we attempted to bring
in a Bill to ecompel the men to get out of the
mines they wonld accept it.

Mr. Teesdale: The liberty of the subject
would come in.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
80. DBefore I set out I want to be in a
position to learn from the men to whom 1
guarantee employment that such employment
is favourable to them, I have asked the
departments, particularly the Forests Depart-
ment, to earmark a certain amount of work
eaeh year for those who will be ecompulsorily
withdrawn from the mining industry, in
order that the men may have plenty of open
air and given every opportunity of recover-
ing and going back to the industry, subject
to medical inspection. For sewerage work
no men are better fitted than miners. Just
as we give preference to our returned sol-
diers who fought for us, so should we give
preference to those who are fighting for us in
mines, and endeavour to find satisfaetory
employment for them before they rcach the
stage of becoming physical wrecks. I know
of no proposition that has ever heen put
up under which the Government would under-
take to put men into other industries after
they had been compulsorily taken out of the
mining industry. The only alternative is to
place a charge upon the mining industry for
the welfare of these men, Tf we were to
place such an impost upon the industry, in
the form of an annual payment, T am afraid
it would kill the industry. Tt is betier to put
- the men into healthy ocenpations where they
may have ecvery teasonable chuance of re-
covery. Tt is the duty of the Government to
do what they ean for them, but let ns be
given a chance ¢of finding a solution of the
problem before we actually tackle the posi-
tion. I have no desire to rush into a matter
like this; it is too important,

Mr, Boyland: That has been the opindon
of the Government for the past eight years,
but nothing has yet been done except under
the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
known in South Afriea. They have intro-
duced methods there, but I do not know
that the position has been solved. They are
doing it by imposing a tax of about £800,000
a year on the mining industry. They would
@o a great deal better if they told the men
to get out of the industry.

Mr. Boyland: They are taking them out;
I have information on the point.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I say they
are not.

Mr. Boyland:
fore the House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They ave
advising the men to get out, but telling them
that if they wish to stay they must do so.
If a man does not leave the industry and
reaches the second stage of miners’ phthisis
he loses a certain amount of the pension
which he would otherwise get. He is not
eompelled to leave the indusiry. For his
own sake and for the sake of the State 1
want to compel him to do so. Dr. Hill,
of South Afriea, recently announced that
after he had made careful investigation he
found that sgilicosig, which affects miners,
was caused by the lodgment of ccrtain par-
ticles of earth upon the lungs. He algo dis-
eovered that in eertain mines this lodgment
did not fake place and silicosis was not
brought about, He belicved that it would
be found, by introducing another form of
dust into the mine, it. would have the effect
of absorbing the harmful dust which cansed
gilicosis,  He instanced certain dust with
which the miners came into contact. He
thought that by introducing the other kind
of dust info that whieh brought about silicosis
it would cnable the miner to throw it off and
thus prevent the inroads of the disease.

Mr. Boyland: I wish he was right in his
theory.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
aay that he is right or wrong.

Mr. Boytand: I say he is wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is af
all events worth taking a note of. If it is
diseovered to be right in South Afriea we
ought to intreduce the system here. I am not
blindly walking about shutting my eyes to
what is taking place in other parts of the
world, nor do I think that anything that
happens outside Western Australia is ne
good, nor that we cannot learn something
from other parts of the world. If the sys-
tem is provel to be satisfactory in South
Africa T will not be backward in introdue-
ing it here. With regard to the question
of the Cypress pine forest in the north, raised

I will bring the matter be-

.by the member for Ximberley (Mr, Durack),

I believe that if the forest was of the extent
suggested, it would have been dealt with
long ago. Millars’ Company have, I under-
stand, sent a man up to report upon it, but
we are told that after a tram line was built
tn the forest and a mill was put up, the forest
would have gone. In the circumstances this
company {id not think it worth touching it.
I hope they are proved to be wrong. We do
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not want any more of these company promeo-
tions. A company was promoted esome time
ago to operate the North-West pine forest,
but failed to do any good. T do not want
Western Australia to get a bad name. We
should hold up the forest until we have sent
an officer up to make an inspection. If the
timber is there we will make it available so
that the State may get the best results from
it.

Mr. Durack: Yon have been contemplating
sending an ingpector there for the past 10
Yyears.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In view
of the advice we have had from other quar-
ters there does mot seem to be any urgency
about the matter. No one seems to have
come along for a permit as yet, but the com-
pany promoter. No application has yet come
from a company already formed and ready
to go into the forest, but from men who want
to hawk it round the world. I must apolo-
gise for the length of my speech, but it would
be impossible to conclude without some re-
ference to the present industrial posifion. I
cannot help it if members doubt the sincerity
of my remarks, No one in this Chamber is
more desirous than I of seeing that the man
who labours at someone else’s behest, whether
it be the wage earner or the salaried man,
obtains a fair return for his work, I warn
members of the Opposition of the possibili-

ties which may arise out of the presemt in-

dustrial position. The member for South
Fremantle was rather severe in his eriticiam
in my action as Minister controlling the police,
in having made, as he calla it, a display of
police force on the Esplanade. It may be
that it did not appear to be necessary, and
that it was as has been suggested, far-fetched.

‘Whatever may be the opinien of the hon. mem-’

ber the fact remains that no bobes were
broken and no one was hurt. Everyone went
home peacefully and quietly. Anything else
might have happened. T am no more blood-
thirsty than is the hon. member, but I do
say that in a free demoeraey and in a self-
governed ecommunity like this, if the people
desire a change and say it in a constitutionat
manner, no set of individuals or organisa-
tion of any deseription has a right te come
between the people and the constitutional au-
thority, that is Parliament, and its executive.
T have just as much sympathy with the man
who works as ever I had, but I have no sym-
pathy with the man who merely uses a soap
box to make himeelf popular, but who when
the erack comes is found beneath the soap

2 and not on top of it. I want men to
stand up to their guns. So long as I am in
charge of the poliee T will -not permit any
section of the community, be they made
up of powerful capitalists as they are some-
times termed, or powerful labour organisa-
tions, or any other form eof organisation, to
take possession of the reins of Government
unless the people of the State say they are in
accord with such action.

Hon, P. Collier: It has been done in the
State during the last three or four years.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has not
been done so far as I know. T bave not besn
desirous of influencing any industrial dis-
pute, When the Esplanade disputs occurred
I took no personal interest in it. I was asked
by the proprietors if T would see them. They
wanted to give me the details of the dispute.
T replied, ‘I am sorry; I am not interested
in the dispute.”” ‘‘Well,’* they said, ‘'we
want you to give us pratection.’’ I said,
““You go to the Cominisgioner of Police. The
Commissioner of Police has been instructed
by me, following the policy of this Govern-
ment, to afford protection to any individual,
humble or otherwise, in this community
against interference with his property except
by lawful methods.’” That is all. I venture
to say I could not have done less.

Hon. P. Collier: Armed men have fre-
quently terrified the community on the
goldfields,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know of it. I would not permit it. When
the shearing trouble existed not long ago,
I had a request to send armed menr to a
certain  point in this State. T asked,
¢“Why?’’ The reply was, ‘‘We have news
that they are organising to make an
attack.”” T said, ‘‘Let me tell you right
now that, so far ag I am able to ascertain
from all quarters, there is not the least
evidence of anything of the kind being in
contemplation, I am not going to let the
police force which I control be made a kind
of show by you or by anyone elge. If you
can bring me evidence, and if my inquiries
show that thers iz ground for any such
apprehension, I will give you the protection
that you are entitled to, and that anyone
elge in the community is entitled to.”’ How-
ever, nothing happened. The hon. member
knows my attitude on this subject. I made
it public when on the platform in Albany,
and said T was prepared to stand or fall
by it. T am still prepared to adhere to
that policy of not allowing anyone to do
injury either te a working man or anybody
else.

Hon. P. Collier: I will give you instances
when we come te the Police Estimates.
What was done to the man who dragged an
engine-driver off his engine at Kalgoorlie
and pointed a revolver at him?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
heard something about that. So far as I
am personally econcerned, T want to be im-
partial,

Hon. P. Collier: TUse physiecal force
againat the other side too, when it is re-
quired.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am pre-
pared to do so. .

Hon, P. Collier: The things I complain
of have happened repeatedly.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Every
time the police are used for the purpose of
maintaining order and preventing loss of
life or property in the community, some-
body raises complaints ahout an overbear-
ing attitude on the part of the police. I
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believe thoroughly and honestly that one
could go the length of the world without
finding a better or more law-abiding set of
individuals than the members of the West-
ern Australian police force,

Hon. P. Coliier: 1T am not saying any-
thing against them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; but
suggestions have been made,

Mr. Lambert: Only by irresponsible per-
sons,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In every
large body of men there wiil always be one
or two who stray from the narrow path.
But the police have not been given a fair
deal in the past. At Fremantle we allowed
the police to be deliberately knocked about.
In that connection I produced in this Cham-
ber a piece of cane with a lump of lead on
the end of it. Night afier night the police
stationed at Fremantle went in fear. of
their lives, the only protection they had
being a mere baton. 1 say that no man
doing the right thing in this State has any
fear of the police. I determined to give
the police a fair chance, and therefore I
gave them arms,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There was never any
interference with the police.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
after they were armed.

" Hon, W. C. Angwin: Nor before.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Evidence
was brought that a man deliberately pulled
g revolver and pointed it at a policeman.

Hon. W. . Angwin: That was after the
arming, and it was an empty revolver.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [Imagine
the hon. member having a revolver pointed
nt him and asking ‘‘Is it loaded?’’ The
policeman at whom the revolver was
pointed showed more consideration than I
would have shown, He merely knocked the
revolver aside, and then found it was not
loaded.

Hon. W. ¢. Angwin: I say that happened
nfter the police were armed, and not be-
fore, \ .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T can
vroduce all the evidence mecessary to show
that the police at Fremantle were knocked
about. I ask the hon. member now whether
the police unduly interfered with any
citizen peacefully carrying on his occopa-
tion¢ Has anyone been injured? No.
There has been peace and quiet. Al ¥ have
* done as regards the police is to give them
an equal chance with the rest of the -om-

Never

munity. In connection with a dcputaiion’

to me of my friends opposite an ex-memker
of the Council appealed to me fo disarm
the police. 1 replied, ‘'All right; T guar-
antea to do so if you can get all the men
attached to your movement to knock off
the soap-box method of oratory, talking
about lamp posts, about daytime not being
the proper time for attacks on property and
individuals.’’ He said, ¢*Of course we can-
not do that, but we are officially as desirous
of maintaining order as you are.’’ 1 said,
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“/I ami prepared to accept thai statement
as honestly as you make it.”’? Let me tell
the Houge that I do-not believe the leadors
of the orgamsatlons can control alt’ their
members, There is white-nnting in the
Labour movement. That is going on in
Western Australia just as everywhere else.
But until the leaders of the Labour move-
ment ¢an control those individuwls, I caunoet
stand by, becanse that would mean letting
those individuals tyrannise the community.
If we did that, we should lose our self-
respect as individuals and as a Government.

Hon, P. Collier: I ean tell you of a lot
going on on the Eastern Goldfields that you
do not seem to know about, as regardd the
police.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
niember is trying to draw a red herring across
the track.

Hon. P. Collier: Not at all. I objeet to
your shutting your eyes to what the police
do in some cases. There are ecases where
vour police inspector walks around and
says, '‘Please don’t do anything, please
don’t do anything.’?

The MINISTER FOR MINES; T am not
saying the hon. member is not correet; but
that has not been done by any instructions
of mine,

Hon. P, Collier: T do not suggest that,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the
Lahour movement of Australia there are
sections, and there always have been. The
hon. member knows very well that when we
were a Government we had sections which
were always giving us trouble.

Hon, P. Collier: There are sections in all
movements. in other movements they are
not all paragons of virtue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is not entitled to preach about out-
side direetion unless he is prepared to resist
outside direction. Our friend Catts in New
South Wales las fermed an organisation,
which of course has now been declared black.
Only rccently he wrote an article with re-
gard to the doings of an all-Australian econ-
gress. In that article he said that they were
mmmg at the dictation of the proletariat
which is operating in Russia. I am as cer-
tain as that I am standing here that the
Leader of the Opposition bas no more sym-
pathy with the dictation of the proletariat

Hon. P. Collier: I have no sympathy with
what Catts does.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
my point. As a matter of Faet, the working
class movement—that is the better term to
use—throughout the world i3 being split
asunder becanse of these factions, We must
take that into consideration,

Hon. P. Collier: There was a split in the
old Liberal party.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They have
had their difficulties as well. I do not want
the memhber for Boulder to say that all the
virtve is attached to the party he represents.
I know he does not mean that.
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Hon. P, Collier: I do not, but it is my
duty to point out the crrors on the other
side. I take it our virtues are granted,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What do
we mean by the ‘‘dictatorship of the prole-
tariat?’’ Hon. members know that there is
the Third Iuternationale or what is known
aa the Moseow Internationale. The members
of that organisation demand that everybody
afliliated with them has to be pledged fo the
support of the dietatorship of the proletariat.

Hon. P, Collier: The Melbourne confer-
ence, with the exception of two votes, turned
down the dictation of the proletariat—prae-
tically unanimously. Oar movement does not
stand’ for it, We repudiate it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
want any such admission from the Leader of
the Opposition. I do not suggest that he
would adopt any other attitude. I have been
associated with him too long to know that he
would do otherwizse, but I want the people to
have an understanding of the position. Some
of the leading socialist organisations have
repudiated this movement. Morris Hillquit,
the leader of the Specialist Party of America,
declared that his parfy was against the
.Third Internationale.

Hon. P. Collier: The English Labour
Party turned it down too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
so. Morris Hillquit said—

We are discussing forms of struggle that

we are to apply in our movement, and
there is no reason in the world why we
in the United States should take it upon
ourselves to adopt the ideal of the ‘‘die-
tatorship of the proletariat.’’ If we do
that, and if it is made a condition of our
afliliation that we recognise the dietator-
ship of the proletariat, we must adopt the
Rugsian definition of the term, and what
is that definition? The ‘‘dictatorship of
the proletariat’’ imples the disarming, dis-
franchising and ountlawing of the hour-
geoisie. In America, as in all countries of
democratic and parliamentary traditions,
the Socialist movement cannot consist-
ently employ such methods, because if we
did, we would practically say te the parties
of the hourgeoisie, to our Demoecrats and
Republicans, ‘‘Gentlemen, we want to
take advantage of the ballot box in order
to get into your legislative bodies. we
want to get inte power somehow, but when
we are in power we shall disarm you and
disfranchise you and outlaw yon, as a
necessary measure,’’ and the legical reply
would be, ‘“All right, gentlemen, but to-
day we are already in possession of the
poblic powers which you seek to conquer,
and consequently we shall disarm you and
disfranchise you and ountlaw you as a mea-
sore of self-preservation.’’

Socialism must be one thing or the other
—either a fight with phyaical weapons, a
reversion to the old methods of street
barrieades, or a political fight with weap-
ons and methods of political democracy,
If we aceept the ‘‘dictatorship of the pro-

That is
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letariat’’ in the semse of destroying, dis-

arming, and disfranchising our opponents,

then we have no grounds for complaing if

the ruling classes nse the methods that we

say we shall use against then.
In a community such as ours with oonr freest
of franchises, with our Parlinments where an
opportunity is given to members to express
their opinions freely even to giving immunity
to almost treasonable utteranecs, we are
smely able to live along the road of demoe-
racy with safety to the community., The
will of the people must prevail and consti-
tuted authority be upheld. Debates in this
Chamber are permitted with absolute free-
dom so that the people may feel that we are
procesding in accordance with the interests
ot the public, by the ventilation of what
memhers consider are matters that should be
ventilated. By this means the people, who
are the arbiters, shall decide between the
contending parties. We shall not assist at
all if we disagree with that idea.

Hon. ¥. Collier: I endorse that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I want to
tell those who indulge in party polities and
contend that their party is right all the time

-and their opponents are wrong on all mat-

ters, that no Government can rule a country
gatisfactorily unless there are fairly reason-
able compromises from time to time. If the
Opposition, for instance, take up the view
that when they secure contral of the Trea-
sury bemnches they will reverse everything
that the Government have done, and also if
we in our turn adopted the view that we
would endeavour to reverse everything that
the Opposition were able to accomplish when
in power, where would it Jead us?

Hon. P. Collier: I have heen criticised in
the Fress for not starting off this session
with more of a party fight.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
te the credit of the member for Boulder, and
not to the eredit of the paper indulging in
that eriticism. A State cannot be governed
into permanent stability by force of ridiculs
and of aspersions upon individuals nor yet
by the party spirit. We must not abuse peo-
ple bhecause they do not agree with us. We
must reason with them and debate the sub-
jeet, in order to gain their support. The
majority of fo-day becomes the minority of
to-morrow, as it was the minority of vester-
day, By the adoption of these methods the
majority of to-day becomes very often the
minority of to-morrow.

Mr, Lambert: That is, by misleading the’
people at times.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNot very
often.

Hon. P. Collier: It all depends on who is
most suceessful in misleading.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
say that a party will not state what is
not quite right at times or will not be con-
tending for something that is not in the best
interests of the public. On the other hand,
however, the public are not slow in deter-
mining their attitnde and in voicing their
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demand that the wrong shall be put right.
It is only a matter of time and the posi-
tion is rectified, "Our system makes it safe
for demoeracy. Our actions as a Parliament
are free and, as a matter of fact, we protect
members even agaibst bribery and viclence
and we protect them from the.law in connec-
tion with statements made by them in this
Chamber. Anything which members think
is in the best interests of the community ean
be stated on the floor of thiz Chamber.

Mr. Money: Members have been doing
it to-night.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: While we
are not always right, we are by no means
always wrong. We may be in a majority,
but we eannot use our majority to coerce the
other side.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
difficult job,

The MI\TISTER FOR MINES: While 1
continue to occupy a seat on the Treasury
beneh, I will not refuse to receive advice
from any quarter, but I will refuse to ac-
cept dictation from any quarter, I care not
from where it comes. The man who will
adopt an opposite attitude and reject advice
from every quarter, will not be acting in the
best interests of the community. Let us
freely diseuss these matters and get away
from party domination. ‘There is surely
enough at stake to enable us to deal with
these matters withont paltry party interests
entering into the subject. If we look af ques-

You would have a

tions from that broad point of view any

Government will be the better for the sup-
port and advice tendered them, and thus
they will be able to work more effectively
in the interests of the community as a whole.

On motion by Mr. J. MacCallum Smith,
debate adjourned,

House odjowrned at 10.59 p.m.

Legislative CTouncil,
Wednesdoy, 31st August, 1981,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers,

QUESTION—RIVERTON ESTATE.

Hon, A. H. PANTON (for Hon. F. A,
Baglin) asked the Minister for Education:
1, Is it true that competent agricultural ex-
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perts, sneh as Messrs. Tyler and Newman,
reported against the Riverton estate as
suitable for the settlement of returned
soldiers? 2, In what amounts and to whom
has the Agricultural Bank given financial
assistance? 3, At whose instigation, and
npon whose recommendations, have such
advances, if any, been made? 4, What was
the total sum of money incurred in settling
soldiers on the Riverion estate? &, How
many so asgisted are at present residing on
the estate?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, A Tyrrell Williams, £388
8s. 5d.; E. Gaynor (who subsequently trans-
ferred to Chas. Ginbey), £487 135s.; Thomas
Greig, £494 11s. 11d.; T. E. Simpson, £418
6s.; C.E.Jones (transferred to AlecDewar), .
£431 128, 1d. 3, The advanees were made
by the Agricultural Bank at the request of
and upon the indemnification of the Gov-
ernment of the day aeting npon the recom-
mendation of & seleet committee appointed
by Parliament. 4, £2 228 13s, 5d., exclusive
of interest. 5, Two, including one of the
original settlers.

QUESTION—LUNACY DEPARTMENT.
Proposed Royal Commission.

Hon. J. CORNELL a¥ked the Minister
for Edueation: Will the Government, when
submitting terms of reference to the Royal
Commisgion about to be appointed to in-
quire into and report upon the Hospital for
the Insane, Claremonat, direct the Commis-
sion to inquire into and report upon the
justice or otherwise of the dismissal of cer-
tain returned soldier employees during the
influenza epidemic in 1919, and the many
subsequent Tefusals to reinstate some of
those employees?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: No. This matier has aiready been
inquired into and determined.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eightk Day.
Debate resumed from previous day,

Hon. J. MILLS (Central) [4.35]: I, too,
wish to join with other hon. members in
expressing regret at the death of the
Hon., E. M. Clarke. 1 did not know Mr.
Clarke until T became a member of the
Couneil, a little over three years ago, but
since my first meeting with him°T Igarned -
to hold him in the very highest respect. A
number of speakers have referred to the
finaacial position, and to the deficit. Per-
sonally, I do not blame either the present
or any previous Government entirely for
the condition of our finances. I believe wa
are the vietims of circumstances over which
we have no control, and that the reasons
for our present condition are noit so much
within as without the State., Until trade



